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MESSAGE FROM MRS JAMES
Dear Parents and carers,

We have had a really good term in school and had
a lot of fun in our learning. Children have done
very well in sports competitions and our
improvement plan is going well. | will give an
update on this separately.

We still need a parent governor, so if you are
interested, please let us know. | haven't had
enough interest in a focus group to get this going,
however, | am always pleased to listen to your
views and consider them carefully. We have
finished consulting about lockers and the
decision has been made to remove them.

Our TED days are now decided for next year and
will go on our website soon. Please follow us on
Facebook, the link is on this newsletter.

Have a great holiday and hopefully take
advantage of the free child swimming at Abbey
Stadium-open to any children who live in
Redditch. Children over the age of 8 can go by
themselves but a parent needs to show proof of
address.

ZMPORTANT DATES

9™ February — Last day of school for half term
12" - 16" February — Half Term

19" February — Pupils back to school

4" March —Talent Foundry visiting Year 8

6'"/7"" March — Worcestershire Skills Show Year 7
7'™"- 9" March — Careers Week activities

7™ March - World Book Day

11 - 15" March - Bikeability

FREE SWIMMING AT ABBEY STADIUM
We have been informed that there is free under
16 swimming for all those living in Redditch. All
you need to do is go into the sports centre and
register your child with proof of address and date
of birth. Children aged between 4-8years must
be accompanied by an adult.

TESCO STRONGER STARTS

We are in the customer vote for a Tesco Stronger
Starts. Tesco customers can vote in the following
stores from mid-January 2024 until the end of
March 2024 to decide how much funding we get:

2504 Barnt Green Bham Exp B45 8NE
3084 Redditch Extra B98 7RU

3262 Lodge Park Express B98 7LB
5000 Marlbrook Brmsgrv Exp B60 1DL
6447 Redditch Brockhil Exp B97 6PH

Stronger~
N Starts. &

It looks like we’re slightly behind at the moment,
so please support us next time you shop at Tesco!

Please support us by following our social media
accounts
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https://twitter.com/Birchensale_Sch
https://www.facebook.com/birchensaleschool/
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MY FAVOURITE BOOK
The Babysitters Club - Graphic novel series
(zones 2.2 -2.9)

This book series follows the adventures of Kristy
and the other members of the BSC as they deal
with crank calls, uncontrollable two-year-olds,
wild pets, and parents who do not always tell the
truth.

“These are a really accessible way of retelling the
adventures of the Babysitters Club and the
children seem to be loving reading them!”

THEO’S RECOMMENDED READ
Fortune Cookie by Cathy Cassidy — (zone: 5.5)

Jake Cooke has just found out that he has four
half-sisters. After his talent for trouble causes
chaos at home, he runs away to meet his new
family. But Jake can only run away from his
problems for so long.

INTER HOUSE ROWING
On Wednesday 31st January, all of our pupils
took part in the annual interhouse rowing
competition. We had some outstanding results
from the winners in each year group but believe
everyone who took part should be proud of
themselves for competing in the event. The
pupils were amazing, listening well when
needed, but filling the room with cheering whilst

LIBRARY NEWS
Terms top quizzers:
Year 5 - Hayden (5JPE) — 30 books
Year 6 - Victoria (6APG) — 21 books
Year 7 — Freddie (7SRO) - 11 books
Year 8 - Najeeb (8MVA) - 6 books

Top 5 word scorers so far this term:
Victoria (5APG) - 584,851

Alfie (8ARO) — 429,999

Zunnurain (7SRO) — 345,224

Izzah (5AGA)- 312,317

Ben (6EBE) — 296,256

YEAR 5 READING COMPETITION

5JPE raced to the top and are the first winners in
our reading competition. Pupils had to achieve
100% on their accelerated reader quiz to win a
book spine to add to the display in the year area.
We hope they enjoyed their tub of sweets and are
looking forward to seeing which class wins the
next race. On your mark year 5, get reading and
quiz!!

OnYourMAtkNGeiSEMREADS
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Safer Internet Dcué/ Competition, 2024
Mabing o iference, mnaging e o esagetngy changes e

What does that mean?
It's about changing how people: think and: what: they, do- online.
It's abouts respecting cthers and, feeling good, abouts ourselies!

- o —_—
Content: Creators -o- Q o

Remember that: the online world s not the: real, worldl Dm'tbehﬁzuewm%ouse@w@w

Things to he wary of:
Photographs - photos are often changed, to- look better than they really, are.
Bad: adwice - just because someone has lots of followers, i doesn't meary they, are: ary expert.
Admerts - they are designed, to make you, feel, like: you need something when usually youw dont.

Your task is te..
Youw could...
Design as poster or- leaflet
Make as shorb Jilrm or animation 4
Dram a. logo- or mascots

Entries to Mr Mills by Tue 20t February,

The: best, most thoughtful, or creative entry will WIN o PRIZE!
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Birchensale Middle School

SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DAYS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2024/2025

AUTUMN TERM 2024

TEACHER EDUCATION DAYS

1. Monday 2 September
2. Tuesday 3 September

TERM STARTS Wednesday 4 September

HALF TERM Monday 28 October -
Friday 1 November

School re-opens Monday 4 November

Friday 21 February

TERM ENDS Thursday 19 December 3. Friday 20 December
SPRING TERM 2025
4. Monday 6 January
TERM STARTS Tuesday 7 January
HALF TERM Monday 17 February —

School re-opens

Monday 24 February

TERM ENDS Friday 11 April

SUMMER TERM 2025
TERM STARTS Monday 28 April
HALF TERM Monday 26 May -

Friday 30 May

School re-opens

Monday 2 June

TERM ENDS Friday 18 July
5. Monday 21 July
Good Friday Friday 18 April 2025
Easter Monday Monday 21 April 2025
May Day Monday 5 May 2025

Whitsun Bank Holiday Monday 26 May 2025
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MEASLES, MUMPS AND RUBELLA (MMR) VACCINATIONS

An increasing number of measles cases are continuing to be seen across the country. While
Worcestershire has one of the best rates for uptake, some children who haven’t had their MMR could be at
risk of getting this serious illness.

Two doses of the MMR vaccine are given to make sure we have the best protection from measles. The first
dose is given at 12 months of age and the second dose is given at three years and four months, before
starting school. For anybody who did not receive the full vaccination course, your own GP will be able to
provide a catch-up MMR vaccination.

The MMR vaccine is a safe and effective combined vaccine that protects against three serious illnesses:
Measles, Mumps and Rubella. Overall, Worcestershire has an excellent uptake of the MMR vaccine; for 5-
year-olds, the county shows as having an uptake of 96.4% (1 dose) and 91.3% (2 doses). The 1 dose figure
is joint highest in the West Midlands region and the 2-dose uptake is the outright highest in the region.
Having the vaccine protects not only the child but also reduces the spread of the disease. This relies on as
many people as possible being vaccinated and is why Public Health experts in the county are keen to
continue to encourage all children to be vaccinated.

Measles is a very infectious viral illness that is spread by coughs and sneezes. It usually starts with cold-
like symptoms which can include a high temperature, a runny or blocked nose, sneezing, a cough, sore red
eyes and a rash. It spreads very quickly to non-immune children and adults who are unvaccinated or have
not previously been infected.

NHS Herefordshire and Worcestershire and Public Health are holding pop-up MMR vaccination clinics in
these areas. If your child hasn’t had the MMR vaccination just turn up. You can ask for an MMR vaccine
which does not contain pork ingredients if you prefer.

Not sure if you or your child have, had it? Just check your red NHS book or ask at your local GP.

The clinics are being hosted in libraries on the following dates:
Kidderminster Library — 10th Feb, 9.30am until 4pm
Wythall Library — 10th Feb, 9.30am until 4pm
Redditch Library — 10th Feb, 9.30am until 4pm
Evesham Library — 17th Feb, 9.30am until 4pm
Malvern Library — 17th Feb, 9.30 am until4pm
The Hive — 17th Feb, 9.30 am until 4pm

The pop-up MMR clinic is free, and no appointment is necessary but if you’d prefer an appointment, you
can also book ahead by calling 01527 390030.

If anyone has symptoms of measles, please stay at home and phone your GP or NHS 111 for advice. Do not
go to GP surgeries or A & E departments so the illness isn’t spread to others.

For more information on measles and the MMR vaccine please visit: Measles - NHS (www.nhs.uk)



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/
http://www.nhs.uk/

