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SCHOOL PARKING 
Please can parents not park on the social club car 
park when dropping off pupils in the morning or 
when picking up in the afternoon.  We have an 
agreement where you can park at Redditch United 
FC and pupils can meet you there or you can wait 
by the top exit of the school.  If parking near 
school, please park responsibly and not double 
park or block driveways in the local area. 
  

 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  
What a busy start to the new academic year! It 
was wonderful to see all our returning students in 
September and to welcome our brand-new year 5 
students into the Birchensale Community.   
 
My Sincerest apologies for the unexpected 
closure on Friday morning due to the flooding; 
parts of the school were unusable, and we had to 
prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children and 
staff.  
 
Thank you to all the parents who were able to 
attend the achievement assemblies it was lovely 
to see you in school.  We intend to run these 
achievement assemblies each half term and in 
December we will endeavour to invite even more 
of our parents into school.   Moving forwards we 
will continue to hold our increasingly popular 
coffee mornings, invite parents in to talk through 
our imminent Ofsted feedback and attend the 
traditional parents evening and events we hold 
throughout the year.   
 
Whilst we are ending half term with a bang, 
courtesy of the attendance reward, can I wish you 
and your family a restful and safe break. 
 
 Mrs James 
 

FOREST SCHOOL AND SCIENCE IN YEAR 5 
Pupils from 5AGA researched about local bird 
nests and investigated the materials that birds 
find to make their nests. Pupils found that most 
the nests were round, and they were made from 
natural materials that were found outside. They 
went searching for leaves, sticks, moss, sand, and 
stones to make their own bird nests. After 
collecting all their materials, they started putting 
it all together, some pupils even tied together the 
leaves to make it more durable. When the bird 
nests were finished, we placed them near forest 
school to hopefully be used by the wildlife.  

                    

 

 

30th October – 3rd November – Half Term 
27th November – 1st December – Bikeability  
27th November – Year 8 Parents Evening in school 
29th November – Year 8 Parents Evening online 
4th - 8th December – Year 8 Malvern Trip 
12th December – Christmas Concert 
12th – 15th December – Achievement Assemblies 
15th December – Coffee Morning 
19th December – Interhouse Swimming Gala 
21st December – Last day of Autumn Term 
9th January – First Day of Spring Term 
 
 

 

 

                       

 
Birchensale PTFA need you!  
We are currently planning our first event to be held 
in December. 
Our next meeting is Tuesday 7th November at 
3.30pm. 
If you would like to find out more information, 
please email PTFA@birchensale.bmat.co.uk 
 
Everyone is welcome! 

                    

 

mailto:PTFA@birchensale.bmat.co.uk
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THE PASTORAL TEAM 
 

This term we have welcomed Mr Kearns, our new Deputy Headteacher, who is the strategic lead for Behaviour, 
Attendance and Safeguarding at Birchensale Middle School.  Mr Kearns has a wealth of senior leadership 
experience across curriculum, learning and pastoral disciplines so is a great addition to the senior team here 
at Birchensale. Alongside this extensive knowledge, Mr Kearns has worked as a senior leader in secondary, 
primary, middle, and high schools so he is acutely aware of children’s social and academic learning journey. 

 
Working alongside Mr Kearns, we have a recently expanded pastoral team dedicated to each year group.  
 
Head of Year 5: Mrs R Evans  Pastoral Lead Year 5: Mrs W Nelsey 
Head of Year 6: Dr K Austin  Pastoral Lead Year 6: Mrs L Brookes 
Head of Year 7: Mr A Neale  (Senior) Pastoral Lead Year 7: Mr J Watson 
Head of Year 8: Mrs V Edwards  Pastoral Lead Year 8 : Mrs L Kelly 
 
Working across all year groups and underpinning the new ‘Year Team’ structure is our Senior Deputy 
Designated safeguarding lead Mrs S. Pugh. As well as keeping both the children and wider Birchensale 
community safe and supported, Mrs Pugh also leads a highly effective ‘Early Help’ team. This team consists 
of a family support worker, a mental health practitioner and a school councillor. This is in addition to guiding 
and supporting our attendance administrator Miss Skinner. 
 
The final, and most crucial, layer to our pastoral structure is our dedicated team of tutors. As always, the tutor 
is your first point of contact for any queries and if they don’t have the answer, they will know where to find it! 
 

Year 5 Year 6 Year7 Year 8 
Mrs R Oulmain Miss E Beeson Mrs G Snowden Miss M Vaughan 

Miss A Gardiner Mrs A Griffiths Ms S Roberts Ms S Hewitt 
Mr J Pearson Mr B Turland Mr N Howells Miss A Rowlands 
Miss S Johns Miss A Dewstow Mrs A Bennett Mrs C Poole 

Mr N Mills Miss M Vernon Miss E Bourne Mrs K Okonska 
    Mr J Spafford Mr P Homer 
      Mrs A Williams 
       

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

EARLY HELP 

If you are experiencing difficulties in your family or are worried about your children, there are people who can 
offer help and support. You might be having difficulties with: Mental health; Domestic abuse; Debt; Housing; 
Being a lone parent; or anything else. 

Early help means providing support as soon as a problem appears, stopping it from getting worse. Lots of 
people offer early help it could be your school, a doctor or any other professional. If you or your child need 
support, please talk to us so Mrs Pugh can find you the right people to help. Alternatively Worcestershire 
County Council provide lots of information on their website about places to get help and support. 

 

 
 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/earlyhelpfamilysupport
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/earlyhelpfamilysupport


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 6 STEMWORKS CHALLENGE 
Recently some of our Year 6 pupils took part in the 
Worcestershire STEMworks challenge. The aim of 
the workshop was to produce a bridge installation 
system using Kinex.  The winners were Florence 
and Hugo.  They will now be entered into the final 
against other schools in Worcestershire.  

                       

LIFE BEYOND SCHOOL CAREERS FAIR 
Twelve year 8 pupils went to the Worcestershire 
Life Beyond School Inclusive Careers Fair.  All 
pupils had a fantastic time visiting different 
stands to discuss their options after high school 
and look at different careers available in 
Worcestershire.  As pupils and teachers were 
leaving the event, one of the stand personnel 
came across to commend our pupils on their 
behaviour and manners.  Well done to the pupils 
and how great to leave such a great impression!  
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FREE – ONLINE SAFETY UPDATES & 
CERTIFICATES FOR PARENTS 

 
We have limited places left on our exclusive 
parent sign-up with the National College.  
 
To create your account, please follow 
https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/birchensale-
middle-school-redditch and complete your 
details. When you’re set up, you’ll be able to set 
‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type. 
 

 
 
The online world is posing an ever-increasing risk 
to children, and it is important that schools, 
parents and carers work together to take an active 
role in teaching children about online dangers. 
Learning how to act safely when using the internet 
is an incredibly important part of safeguarding our 
children. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ATTENDANCE – TRAFFIC LIGHT INITIATIVE  
 

The new procedures are based on traffic lights to create a more simplistic and consistent approach to 
promoting school attendance. 

 
Attendance above 97% will be coded ‘Green’ (Minimum expectation Zone) 

Attendance between 97% and 93% will be coded ‘Amber’ (Cause for concern Zone) 

Attendance below 93% will be coded ‘Red’ (Action Needed Zone) 

Please report any absences via the MCAS app or the school switchboard 

 
 

 

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT  

 
www.kooth.com 

 
 

 
 

https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/birchensale-middle-school-redditch
https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/birchensale-middle-school-redditch


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CURRICULUM NEWS 
Year 6 - SATS Update 
 
During this half term, pupils have sat a set of practice SATS tests to indicate where they are and what we can 
do to support them to achieve the best results they can. They will have three more sets of tests this year on 
the build up to their SATS.  These will take place during November, January and March. All of these are 
completed by the pupils in their lesson time with their teachers and are a great way to ensure they are 
comfortable and familiar with the papers to showcase their full abilities when it comes to the final tests in 
May.  
We will be hosting a SATS evening for all pupils and parents in the Spring term to provide key information and 
signpost any further support that may be available at that time. The date for this will be confirmed closer to 
the time. 
 
Mr P Clifton 
Deputy Headteacher 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Top Word scorers: 
Victoria (6APG) – 996,761 
Laura (8CPO) – 302,926 
Norah (5ROU) – 299,527 
Susan (5SJO) - 289,301 
Ava (8MVA) – 270,019 
Emily (6MVE) – 270,035 

                    

 

THEO’S RECOMMENDED READ 
Little People, Big Dreams book series by Maria 

Isabel Sanchez Vegara 
 

These are colourfully illustrated little biographies 
that cover famous peoples’ lives from designers 
and artists to scientists, all of them went on to 
achieve incredible things, yet all of them began 
life as a little child with a dream. 

These books make the lives of these role models 
accessible for children, providing a powerful 
message to inspire the next generation of 
outstanding people who will change the world! 
They are really popular and definitely worth a try.   

        

               

 

MY FAVOURITE BOOK – MRS WILLIS 
The Grey King by Susan Cooper 

Following a serious illness, Will is sent to stay 
with his uncle in the wild, bleak mountains of 
Wales. He is troubled by vague memories until 
he meets the mysterious Bran - and suddenly 
Will knows the task that lies ahead. With 
Bran's help, Will set outs to find the golden 
harp and awaken the six sleepers who must 
join the final battle between the Dark and the 
Light. But Will is about to encounter his most 
terrifying opponent yet: the Grey King.   A copy 
of this book is available in the school library.  
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LIBRARY CLUB AFTER SCHOOL 
Library club runs up to 4.30 for pupils to complete 
homework and read. Please ensure you have 
picked your child up by 4.30. 
 

INTER HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
All pupils have recently taken part in our annual 
inter house cross country. The winners for each 
year group were: 
Year 5 – Treyvonn and Frankie 
Year 6 – Kyren and Lily 
Year 7 – Micah and Maddison 
Year 8 – Hamish and Chloe 
Well done to Beoley house for being the overall 
winners with 4,038 points! 
 

PTFA COMPETITION 
The PTFA at Birchensale Middle School would pupils 

to design a logo for their new group. Think of an 

exciting new logo the PTFA can display at every 

meeting and on every letter written. Entries need to 

be in colour and given to Ms. Hewitt in the Art room 

by Tuesday 7th November 2023. A £10 Amazon gift 

voucher is the prize for the winner. 

SPORT 
Our current year 6 and 7 pupils had huge successes in their rearranged athletics competition, which was 
unfortunately cancelled last year. Two students won bronze medals in the 600m, and vortex throw.  Five silver 
medals were won for 80m, 150m, 1200m, long jump and high jump, as well as four gold medals for pupils in 
the 150m, 600m, long jump and high. We also had success with both of our girl's relay teams, with the year 6 
girls finishing 1st and the year 7 team coming 2nd.   
  
Overall Birchensale finished 1st as a team, gaining more points overall than any other school in the district. A 
huge congratulations to all students involved.  
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PUPIL ACHIEVEMENTS OUTSIDE SCHOOL 
During one weekend in October, one of our pupils 
had a fabulous time at a charity ball which was 
organised by the charity 'Up and Downs'.  Then on 
the Sunday she had her swim club 
championships and finished with a fantastic four 
medals - three golds in total, front crawl, butterfly 
and breaststroke and a silver in freestyle. Well 
done Saskia! 

 

 

Please support us by following our social media accounts 

                                           

 

 

https://twitter.com/Birchensale_Sch
https://www.facebook.com/birchensaleschool/

