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Read Write Inc.
Phonics: a guide
for parents



Meeting Points

* What is phonics?

* What is RWI Fresh Start?

* Why choose RWI Fresh Start?
* How it works

* Parent Resources

* Questions
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Phonics

Did you know?

The English language has:

o 26 letters
e 44 Sounds

* Over 100 ways to spell those sounds

It is one of the most complex languages to read and spell.



Phonics
What is phonics?
m Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing.

m |t develops phonemic awareness - the ability to hear, recognise and use the
sounds within words.

m Learners are also taught the correspondence between sounds and the
graphemes (spelling patterns) that represent them.

m Phonics is currently the main way in which children in British primary schools
are taught to read in their earliest years.

m Children will also be taught other skills, such as whole-word recognition (see
‘tricky words’), book skills and a love and enjoyment of reading.



Phonics

Jargon - A quick guide

= phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) - The teaching of reading by
developing awareness of the sounds in words and the corresponding
letters used to represent those sounds.

o Ehoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the
nglish language

m grapheme - How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than
one way to spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt

differently in each of the words ‘w=/, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’ and ‘Lady’.

- Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g.
f-r-o-g,frog

s segmenting - Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to
spell them, e.qg.frog,f-r-o-g"



Phonics

To follow the Letters and Sounds document advice, we use a
scheme called Read, Write Inc. Fresh Start (Abbreviated as RWI.

Fresh Start). This is a synthetic phonics scheme which helps

convert letters into sounds. These sounds are then blended
together to make words.



Phonics

What is RWI Fresh Start?

Read, Write Inc. Fresh Start is a literacy programme by Ruth
Miskin. The whole programme covers phonics, reading, writing
and spelling and can be used across EY, KS1 and KS2. |t meets
the demands of the new national curriculum, giving your
children the best chance of success in the national tests.
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Phonics

Read Write Inc!

Phonics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjIPILhk7bQ&ab channel=RuthMiskinTraining



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ&ab_channel=RuthMiskinTraining

Phonics

Why choose RWI?

Fresh Start is a systematic synthetic phonics programme

for struggling readers aged 9 - 13+. Pupils are taught at their
challenge point, so they learn to read accurately and fluently in
Just 25 minutes a day.

Fresh Start is for students who:

» are not yet reading age appropriately

* have missed schooling or are late arrivals into school
» are new to the UK education system

 are learning English as an additional language.



Read!Write!Inc.

33 Modules

Validated SSP

Decodable, age-appropriate
stories and non-fiction texts

Appropriate teaching level
Daily interventions

Specifically designed for
closing phonic gaps quickly

Children start at their own
level




Read \Writelinc:
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How it works

RWI. Fresh Start teaches just one way of reading and spelling
sounds of the alphabet.

It combines visual ‘hooks’ with repeated exposure to sounds to
embed knowledge quickly and effectively.

Your child will work at their assessed level to ensure they close
any phonic gaps as soon as possible.



26 letters...

Speed Sounds Set 2

9

may I play?

ge

what can you see?

l9h§

fly high

blow the snow

00 _.

poo at the zoo

00

look at a book

ar g

start the car

OF i

shut the door

air

S

that’s not fair

lr

i

whirt and twirl

Speed Sounds Set 3

ea

cup of tea

ol

spoil the boy

oy

shout it out

O%ﬁﬁ

toy for a boy

mdke a cake

i-e ™

~ ~
nice smile

aw ..

yawn at dawn

are

care and share

ur

nurse with a purse

a better letter

brown cow

- ”’"ll'll
al ”"‘l
o

14
I

snail in the rain

goat in a boat

ew

chew the stew

lre o

fire, fire!

earg‘

sure it's pure

hear with your ear
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Around the apple and down the Around the dinesaurs bottom Down the tower, across the
leaf and up to his neck tower

Slither down the snake

Maisie, mountain, mountain

D Nobby and his net
Down the insects body and a R e All around the orange

dot for his head

Down the pirates plait and
around the pirates face

Round the girls face, down her
hair and give her a curl

Curl around the caterpillar Down the kangarce's body curl Down and under the umbrella, Down the laces, over the toe Down the stem and draw the

his tail and leg up to the top and down to the and to the heel létves
puddle
EEER But 44 sounds.



Complex Speed Sounds
Consonant sounds
fll m|n|rffs}v| z|sh|th|ng
ff | Il imminn| rr§ssfvel| zz| ti nk
ph|le i/mb kn | wrfse s | &
C se
ce
blc|d|g|h| j|plqu t|{w|x]|y]|ch
bb| k |dd|gg g pp ttwh tch
ck ge
ch dge
Vowel sounds
a| e | i|o| u|ay|eeligh o
ea ae|l y ie O-e
ai | ea | ie | oa
e [ 0
-y
oo |oeo|ar|or|air| ir jou|oy ire|earjure
u-e oorlare| ur |ow| oi
ue ore er
ew aw
au

Sat
Dress
Horse
Circle
Piece

P
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Consonant sounds

Complex Speed Sounds

f

L

m|n|r|s|v| z|sh|th|ng
ff | Ll [mminn| rr|ss|ve|zz| ti nk
ph|le imb kn|wr| se s | &
E se
ce
blc|d|g|h| j|plqu t|{w|x]|y]|ch
bb| k |dd|gg g pp tt(wh tch
ck ge
ch dge
Vowel sounds
a| e | i | o u/ |ay| ee igh ow
ea el y Te 0-¢
ai | ea | ie | oa
e L | O
y
oo |oeo|ar|or|air| ir jou|oy ire|earjure
0-e oorlare| ur low| ol
ue ore er
ew aw
au
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Phonics

Simple Speed Sounds

"fll|m|n|r|s|v|z|sh|th|ng
\ nk)
Consonants: bouncy

‘blc|d|g|h|j|plqu t|w|[x|y|ch
. k J
Vowels: bouncy Vowels: stretchy

‘a|e|i| o] u|ay]|eeligh ow:
Vowels: stretchy

00 | 00 | ar | or | air | ir | ou oy

Pupils will learn to recognise the more
complex sounds and learn to identify
them when reading and writing.
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Phonics

Blending Sounds

Sounds are merged together to form words. This is called
blending.

These three words are all made up of three sounds:

Cat = c-a-t
Ship = sh-i-p
Light = l-igh-t
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How to help at home

 Read to and with your child every day (little and often 5/10 mins)
 Read some stories at a higher level than they can read themselves.

 Sit and help them with their homework.
* Practise segmenting and blending.
* Practise newly learnt sounds and graphemes.

 Look for familiar sounds and words in the world around you.



Phonics

Please remember

When reading with your child at home, it is meant to be easy!

They are consolidating what they have learnt at school, not
learning anything new. If they find it too difficult, they will not
enjoy reading at home. Reading Is a pleasurable activity.

If they are struggling with an unknown sound, read it for them
until they learn it at school.
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Phonics

Parent Resources

* Phonics Workshop handout

* RWI. Fresh Start Reading document

» Speed Sound list in sets

* Simple and Complex Speed Sound Sheet
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Useful Websites

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-site/find-a-
book/library-
page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&level=&level_sele
ct=&book_type=&series=Read+Write+Inc.#

https://www.youtube.com/@RuthMiskinTrainingEdu/videos

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-
levels/read-write-inc-phonics-quide/#videos

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/programmes/fresh-start/



https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-site/find-a-book/library-page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=Read+Write+Inc
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-site/find-a-book/library-page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=Read+Write+Inc
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-site/find-a-book/library-page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=Read+Write+Inc
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-site/find-a-book/library-page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=Read+Write+Inc
https://www.youtube.com/@RuthMiskinTrainingEdu/videos
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/#videos
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/#videos
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/programmes/fresh-start/

We will be happy
to answer any
questions
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