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Reading – Our Sequence of Learning 
 

At Birchensale Middle School, the teaching of reading in both Key Stage 2 and 3 is based upon the National Curriculum 
Programme of Study for English and is planned and delivered using the following process.  
 
Key Stage 2 
 
Reading in KS2 comprises of 4 reading lessons and a library session each week.  The reading lessons each last 50 
minutes and are delivered in a two-week cycle – week A and week B.  Week A is always based upon a fiction text 
and week B focuses alternately on non-fiction or poetry. Within these 50-minute lessons, 10 minutes should be used 
by the teacher to read a class novel. 
 

Week A 
(one week/4 lessons) 

Week B 
(one week/4 lessons 

Week A 
(one week/4 lessons) 

Week B 
(one week/4 lessons) 

Fiction Non-fiction Fiction Poetry 

 

Lesson 1: (Week A and B) The first in the series of lessons using the book cover and blurb to predict what form of text 

it is – fiction, non-fiction or poetry – and what genre it might be. The main characters and the setting of the book 
should be identified.  Prior knowledge is then activated. Have the pupils ever seen a film or a book in this genre, what 
do these types of stories involve and what might it be like to live in such a time or place? A short extract of echo 
reading then follows to help develop fluence, accuracy and prosody.  Pupils then read an extract independently, for 
approximately 5 minutes, and a check for understanding follows in the form of 8 to 10 quick-fire, comprehension 
monitoring questions. 
 

Lesson 2: (Week A and B) This starts with a quick review and recall activity based on the previous day’s learning.  Again, 

a short extract of echo reading and a five-minute independent read of the next section/chapter of the text follows. 
Then, we focus on clarifying vocabulary identified by the teacher and questions arising from the pupils. The final part 
of this lesson focus on summarising: pupils are given three or four sentence stems to complete to summarise the text.  

 

Lesson 3: (Week A and B) Re-read the text from day 1. Recap and review the text. Modelled questions are the main 

component of this lesson and an emphasis on retrieval, inference and vocabulary-based questions supports progress 
in this area of the curriculum. Use ‘I, We, You’ method to model a specific type of question e.g. ‘find and copy’, ‘fact 
and opinion’ etc.  

 

Lesson 4: (Week A) Children are given the next part of the text and echo read a small section. They then complete a 

set of 8 to 10 comprehension questions based on this extract of which 4 questions reflect the question type modelled 
in lesson 3.  These questions are then marked; the teacher works through the comprehension questions from lesson 
3, modelling exemplar answers and the children improve their answers, where necessary, with purple pen. Any 
misconceptions can also be addressed at this point. (Week B) In these weeks, the children are given an unseen text 
which relates to the non-fiction or poetry they have been working on during the week. 
 
Key Stage 3 
 
Reading in KS3 comprises of 6 reading lessons across 2 weeks and a library session each week. Unit A – Unit B. 
Unit A is always based upon a fiction text and unit B focuses alternately on non-fiction or poetry. Within these 50-
minute lessons, 10 minutes should be used by the teacher to read a class novel. 
 

Unit A 
(two week/6 lessons) 

Unit B 
(two week/6 lessons) 

Unit A 
(two week/6 lessons) 

Unit B 
(two week/6 lessons) 

Fiction Non-fiction Fiction Poetry 
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Lesson 1: (Unit A and B) The first in the series of lessons using the book cover and blurb to predict what form of text 

it is – fiction, non-fiction or poetry – and what genre it might be. The main characters and the setting of the book 
should be identified.  Prior knowledge is then activated. Have the pupils ever seen a film or a book in this genre, what 
do these types of stories involve and what might it be like to live in such a time or place? A short extract of echo 
reading then follows to help develop fluence, accuracy and prosody.  Pupils then read an extract independently, for 
approximately 5 minutes, and a check for understanding follows in the form of 8 to 10 quick-fire, comprehension 
monitoring questions. 
 

Lesson 2: (Unit A and B) This starts with a quick review and recall activity based on the previous day’s learning.  Again, 

a short extract of echo reading and a five-minute independent read of the next section/chapter of the text follows. 
Then, we focus on clarifying vocabulary identified by the teacher and questions arising from the pupils. The final part 
of this lesson focus on summarising: pupils are given three or four sentence stems to complete to summarise the text.  

 

Lesson 3: (Unit A and B) Re-read the text from day 1. Recap and review the text. Modelled questions are the main 

component of this lesson and an emphasis on retrieval, inference and vocabulary-based questions supports progress 
in this area of the curriculum. Use ‘I, We, You’ method to model a specific type of question e.g. how characters are 
presented, finding evidence to explain opinion, authorial tome and intent etc. 

 

Lesson 4: (Unit A and B) Re-read the text from day 2. Recap and review the text. Modelled questions are the main 

component of this lesson and an emphasis on retrieval, inference and vocabulary-based questions supports progress 
in this area of the curriculum. Use ‘I, We, You’ method to model a specific type of question e.g. how characters are 
presented, finding evidence to explain opinion, authorial tone and intent etc. 

 

Lesson 5: (Unit A) Children are given the next part of the text and echo read a small section. They then independently 

complete a set of 8 to 10 comprehension questions based on this extract of which 4 questions reflect the question 
type modelled in lesson 3.  These questions are marked by the teacher in readiness for lesson 6.  
(Unit B) In these weeks, the children are given an unseen text which relates to the non-fiction or poetry they have 
been working on during the week. 
 
Lesson 6: (Unit A and B) This session begins with a short extract of echo reading. Then, the teacher goes through the 
comprehension questions from lesson 5, modelling exemplar answers and the children improve their answers where 
necessary with purple pen. Any misconceptions can also be addressed at this point. 
 
Library Lessons: Classes all have one library lesson each week. Children will be expected to read independently and 
complete Accelerated Reader quizzes at the level of their reading. Teachers and the Librarian need to use Accelerated 
Reader data to continually monitor the number of books read, quizzes completed, quiz scores and level of text.  
Teachers and Tas should also carry out ‘keep up and catch up’ guided reading activities, echo reading activities and/or 
listen to target pupils read individually.  
 
Adaptation: To meet the needs of all our children, teachers should support and challenge pupils appropriately. This 
additional adaptation will be delivered with the use of specific resources, scaffolds, guided groups, adult support or 
intervention. 

 

Handwriting and Presentation: Children take pride in their books and the presentation of their writing. At Birchensale 
Middle School, we use the Letter-join cursive script to develop neatly presented, joined and legible handwriting in 
readiness to achieve the expected standard of handwriting for Year 6 and beyond. 


