BIRCHENSALE

Birchensale Middle School
Writing — Our Sequence of Learning

At Birchensale Middle School, the teaching of writing in both Key Stage 2 and 3 is based upon the
National Curriculum Programme of Study for English and is planned and delivered using the
following process. This framework also embraces the’ Birchensale Way’ which is underpinned by
Rosenshine’s principles of Instruction.

At least two of the ‘Review and Recall’ activities each week should be a dictation. These dictations
are usually one or two sentences in length and include age-appropraite grammar, punctuation and
spelling expectations. These are recorded in the back of the writing books and presentational
expectations, including cursive, joined handwriting, must be evident.

Lesson 1: Introduce the writer’s challenge and consider the tone, audience and purpose of the
text. We then analyse the text. We look at structures and identify three key skills to focus on e.g.
adverbials of time and place or expanded noun phrases.

Lesson 2: Explicit teaching and supported practise of the first key skill within the context of the
writer’s challenge.

Lesson 3: Explicit teaching and supported practise of the second key skill within the context of
writer’s challenge.

Lesson 4: Explicit teaching and supported practise of the third key skill within the context of the
writer’s challenge.

Lesson 5: Children plan their independent writing. Teachers model the opening section of the text
and then the children write their individual openings. They then proofread/edit

Lesson 6: Teachers then model the next section. Children write and then proofread/edit.
Lesson 7: Teachers then model the next section. Children write and then proofread/edit.

Lesson 8: Whenever possible, opportunities for pupils to share their texts with the intended
audience. For example: Year 5 share their information texts with Year 4 pupils from the first schools
during the transition process.

Adaptation: To meet the needs of all our children, teachers should support and challenge pupils
appropriately. This additional adaptation will be delivered with the use of specific resources,
scaffolds, guided groups, adult support or intervention.

Handwriting and Presentation: Children take pride in their books and the presentation of their
writing. At Birchensale Middle School, we use the Letter-join cursive script in order to develop neatly
presented, joined and legible handwriting in readiness for KS2 SATs and to achieve the expected
standard of handwriting for Year 6.



