
 

 

 



Birchensale and Beyond 
 

 

Introduction 
Birchensale Middle School believe that education is a lifelong endeavour that should prepare pupils for life beyond the classroom and 
life beyond Birchensale Middle School.  Our ‘beyond’ nurtures the spiritual, moral, social, and cultural growth of our pupils. Our aim is to 
equip pupils with the skills, values, and attitudes necessary to thrive in an ever-changing world ‘beyond Birchensale’. 

During a pupil's time at Birchensale Middle School they will: 

• Develop spiritual values and reasoned personal and moral values 

• Consider the diverse nature of society, developing their understanding and respect for those with different religions, beliefs and ways 
of life 

• Value everyone equally 

• Develop personal relationships, based on trust, self-esteem and mutual respect 

• Become active, responsible citizens 

• Develop an understanding of the world in which they live  

Through personal development, we seek to develop attitudes and values that will enable pupils to become responsible and caring 
members of society.  



Experiences Charter 
The Experiences Charter is our promise to provide the opportunity for all pupils to experiences a wide range of enrichment opportunities 
including:  

1. Represent my school 
2. Participate in a sporting competition 
3. Brave the high wire 
4. Walk through the countryside 
5. Build a shelter in the woods 
6. Toast marshmallows on a campfire 
7. Gaze up at the stars 
8. Sing in a choir 
9. Perform on a stage 

10. Read aloud in public 
11. Visit a museum 
12. Remember the fallen 
13. Volunteer in a community project 
14. Listen to an expert 
15. Vote in a ballot 
16. Explore a religious building 
17. Visit a local historic place 
18. Meet an author 
19. Express my opinion in a debate 
20. Play an instrument 



21. Raise money for a charity 
22. Read my body weight in books 

23. Be an entrepreneur 
24. Walk on the beach 
25. Taste foods from different cultures 
26. Watch a film at the cinema 
27. Taste food from world cuisines 
28. Handle an historical artefact 
29. Walk by a river 
30. Meet wild animals 
31. Create stories, poems and artworks 
32. Cheer in a stadium 
33. Enjoy live music 

34. Meet a religious leader 
35. Give a presentation 
36. Enjoy after school clubs and activities 
37. Celebrate religious festivals 
38. Visit a theatre and take in a show 
39. Look at art in a gallery 
40. Learn how to save a life 
41. Cook something tasty 
42. Meet a guide dog 
43. Bounce on a trampoline 
44. Learn about safety 



45. Dance at a disco 
 

Development Programmes 

Belong  
Belong is our extra-curricular activities programme. We consider the provision, quality and take-up of extra-curricular activities offered 
by the school and monitor these as clubs and trips.  

o Film club 
o Board game and LEGO building clubs 
o Art clubs 
o Sports clubs 
o Library club  
o Music clubs 
o Cinema visits 
o Theatre visits 
o Residentials for Year 6 and Year 8 
o Parliament visit 
o Geography fieldwork visits 
o Library Visit 
o Visits to religious buildings  

Motivate 
• Motivate supports readiness for the next phase of education, training or employment so that pupils are equipped to make the 

transition successfully. This includes the following: 



o Power Up Mentors (Power Up Mentor Foundation) 
o Assemblies from Worcestershire Apprenticeships and local colleges 
o Guest speakers from local businesses and national companies 
o Mock interviews supported by RBL (Redditch Business Leaders) 
o Visit to Worcestershire Careers Fair and Big Bang Careers Fair 
o STEMworks Primary Challenge 
o PSHE engagement 

 

Succeed 
Succeed is our academic and pastoral intervention programme.  It includes the following 

o Handwriting 
o Phonics 
o Reading  
o Maths 
o English 
o English Language for EAL 
o Welcome to Birchensale 
o Self-esteem 
o Anger management 
o RISE (Resilience in school education) 
o WAM (Worcestershire Autism Mentoring) 
o Social skills/Friendship groups 
o 1:1 SEMH interventions 
o Anxiety 



o SATs relaxation 
o Attitude to learning 
o Time to talk (TAs) 
o Bereavement Counselling (Touchstones) 
o EMHP West Team 
o Counselling  
o Transition sessions 

 

Beyond: Citizenship Project 
This develops pupils to become responsible, respectful and active citizens who can play their part and become actively involved in 
public life as adults. 

• Leadership opportunities through sport 
• Librarians 
• Reading Coaches 
• School Parliament  
• Eco Club 
• Antibullying Ambassadors 
• Picture News 
• Age-appropriate understanding of healthy relationships through appropriate relationships and sex education 
• Develops pupils’ understanding of how to keep physically healthy, eat healthily and maintain an active lifestyle, 
• Enables pupils to recognise online and offline risks to their well-being 
• Develops pupils’ confidence, resilience and knowledge so that they can keep themselves mentally healthy 



Beyond: Culture Curriculum   
Our work on the personal development of our pupils goes though all areas of our curriculum.  Whilst you can see our culture in action all 
day every day we have captured the headlines of how our culture sits within our school programmes and day.   

• SMSC identified and mapped 
• BV identified and mapped 
• RSHE identified and mapped though PSHE curriculum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



MATHEMATICS - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 
At Birchensale Middle School, the study of mathematics nurtures the spiritual 
growth of pupils by helping them make sense of their surroundings. Through 
exploring numeracy, pupils develop the ability to question and reflect on the 
world, fostering a sense of wonder. 

Engaging with sequences, patterns, symmetry, and scale in both natural and man-
made contexts allows pupils to appreciate the beauty and interconnectedness of 
life. This journey into the world of maths inspires awe and curiosity, encouraging 
pupils to seek out connections and deeper meanings. 

Mathematics transcends mere numbers; it's a pathway to understanding life's 
complexities. As pupils tackle challenges, such as missing number problems, they 
cultivate independence and the ability to make decisions guided by reason and 
logic, deepening their spiritual awareness. 

 

At Birchensale Middle School, the moral development of pupils is woven 
throughout the mathematics syllabus. Pupils engage in real-life contexts where 
they can apply their maths skills, exploring the essential competencies needed to 
solve various problems. 
 
For instance, pupils are encouraged to analyse data and critically evaluate the 
implications of misleading or biased statistical calculations. Each pupil is made 
aware that their choices carry consequences, prompting them to make informed 
decisions aligned with their desired outcomes. This logical reasoning deeply 
connects to the concepts of right and wrong within mathematics.  
 
We encourage pupils to reflect on ethical dilemmas and real-world scenarios 
where mathematics plays a significant role in decision-making. By engaging in 
discussions about responsible data use, fairness in statistical representation, and 
making ethical choices based on quantifiable evidence, pupils develop a strong 
moral compass. This fosters critical thinking and helps them recognise the impact 
of their decisions on the community and beyond. 

Social Cultural 
Problem-solving skills and teamwork are central to the study of mathematics. 
Through creative thinking, discussion, and the presentation of ideas, pupils are 
encouraged to explain concepts to one another, fostering a collaborative learning 
environment. 

This approach helps pupils recognise their strengths and experience a sense of 
achievement, which can significantly enhance their confidence. Throughout their 
key stages, pupils have ample opportunities to collaborate on mathematical tasks, 
learning that collective effort often leads to superior outcomes compared to 
working alone. 

Hands-on experimental and investigative work provides ideal opportunities for 
pupils to engage collaboratively, ultimately nurturing their independence and 
resilience as learners. 

Mathematics is celebrated as a universal language enriched by diverse cultural 
contributions throughout history. By exploring various mathematical approaches 
from around the globe, pupils can engage in discussions about their origins. Our 
Maths curriculum incorporates cultural perspectives by exploring historical 
contributions to mathematics.  

For example, in Year 5, pupils learn about Egyptian multiplication methods while 
developing their multiplication skills. Year 6 involves investigating concepts like 
ratios and proportions, discussing their applications in various cultures. In Year 7, 
students delve into algebraic concepts rooted in the Middle East, fostering a 
deeper understanding of their significance. Finally, Year 8 introduces pupils to 
basic trigonometry, exploring its Greek origins and practical applications, helping 
them appreciate the global influence of mathematics and its diverse cultural 



 heritage. This approach not only enriches their learning experience but also 
nurtures respect for the contributions of different cultures.  

Moreover, pupils recognise that mathematicians from numerous cultures have 
significantly influenced the evolution of modern mathematics. 

  

MATHEMATICS – BRITISH VALUES  

Democracy 
In Mathematics, every pupil is encouraged to voice their opinions, fostering a respectful environment for all. We 
teach data analysis skills to help pupils navigate the vast information available today, empowering them to make 
informed choices in the future. 

Rule of law 
Our behaviour policy reinforces positive attitudes towards learning, helping pupils distinguish between right and 
wrong. By respecting the school's rules, they grasp the importance of laws in society and understand the 
consequences of their actions on themselves and others. 

Mutual Respect 

Pupils are encouraged to support each other in their learning and to respect answers, even when mistakes are 
made. They recognise individual strengths and embrace diversity, fostering collaboration through creative thinking 
and discussion. Self and peer reviews ensure they accurately evaluate their progress and identify areas for 
improvement. 

Individual liberty 
The department promotes a sense of responsibility for behaviour and respect for peers, encouraging pupils to take 
ownership of their learning journey. 

Tolerance 

As mathematics is a universal language enriched by diverse cultural contributions, we actively promote 
understanding of how different cultures have shaped the subject we study. The Maths department aims to 
enhance pupils' spiritual, moral, social, and cultural well-being through engaging lessons and extracurricular 
activities. 



 

PERSONAL DEVLOPMENT MATHEMATICS FACULTY 

Extra-curricular clubs and trips 

At Birchensale, we offer engaging extracurricular clubs and trips that enrich pupils' mathematical understanding. We have strong links with the local high 

school, where children can experience life there while still at Birchensale. Our participation in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge enhances problem-solving 

skills and critical thinking, while career talks with Barclays demonstrate the importance of maths in various professions, preparing pupils for future 

educational and career pathways.  

Careers 

We provide pupils with insights into diverse career opportunities through guest speakers and workshops. Our initiatives highlight how essential 

mathematical skills are in many fields, helping pupils understand the pathways available to them based on their interests and strengths.  

Responsible, respectful and active citizens 

We strive to develop pupils into responsible, respectful, and active citizens, encouraging them to engage in civic responsibilities that require basic 

mathematical understanding, such as budgeting and planning community projects.  

The protected characteristics 

Our maths curriculum promotes equality of opportunity, ensuring all pupils thrive together while appreciating diversity as a strength. We incorporate 

lessons on the importance of equity and representation in maths, including a focus on the contributions of diverse mathematicians, including those from 

the LGBTQ+ community.  

 Inclusive environment  

Birchensale fosters an inclusive environment that meets the diverse needs of all pupils, irrespective of age, disability, race, religion, or belief. We ensure 

equal access to all mathematical opportunities, creating a supportive culture that encourages every pupil to engage with maths without fear of 

discrimination.  

Online and Off-line Risks 



We help pupils recognise the online risks related to financial literacy and personal data management. We stress the importance of using mathematical 

reasoning to identify potential online dangers, ensuring pupils are aware of available support. Our programme also educates pupils about offline risks, such 

as the importance of making safe choices in real-life situations that may involve maths, like budgeting or understanding the implications of loans and 

debts.  

Mental & Physical Health 

We focus on building pupils’ confidence and resilience, linking this to logical reasoning found in maths. We also promote healthy lifestyles through fun, 

active maths-related games and challenges throughout the school day.  

Healthy relationships 

We foster awareness of healthy relationships, focusing on respect and communication. Our discussions encourage pupils to understand boundaries and 

make informed decisions, paralleling these lessons with the critical thinking skills developed in maths.  

  



 

 

 



English  - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 

Spiritual development is fostered by encouraging students to reflect 

on themes such as identity, purpose, and morality in literature, 

exploring personal values and beliefs through creative writing or 

poetry, and discussing "big questions" raised by texts, such as 

profound life challenges or ethical dilemmas. 

In Key Stage 2 spiritual English involves encouraging students to 

reflect on their feelings and experiences through reading and writing. 

Teachers might use stories that explore themes of identity, 

belonging, and personal growth to spark discussions about students' 

own lives and values.  

As students progress to Key Stage 3, spiritual development in English 

becomes more sophisticated. Texts are chosen to provoke deeper 

thinking about existence, purpose, and moral dilemmas for example 

through gothic horror in Year 8. Students are encouraged to analyse 

characters' motivations and decisions, relating them to their own 

experiences and beliefs for example in murder and mystery in Year 7. 

Moral development is nurtured by analysing characters’ decisions in 

stories to understand ethical issues and discussing the consequences 

of actions portrayed in literature.  

 

At Key Stage 2 moral English focuses on introducing students to 

stories and texts that present clear moral dilemmas or lessons. 

Through these, children are encouraged to think critically about 

characters' actions and the consequences of those actions.  Group 

discussions and debates further encourage them to consider multiple 

perspectives, teaching them to respect differing opinions while 

forming their own ethical judgments.  

 

As students progress to Key Stage 3, the exploration of morality 

becomes more complex. They engage with a wider range of texts, 

including Shakespearean plays, modern novels, and poetry that delve 

into intricate ethical themes such as justice, prejudice, loyalty, and 

power. Analytical writing tasks challenge them to evaluate the 

motivations behind characters' decisions and their broader societal 

implications. Debates and discussions about these texts help students 

refine their ability to reason ethically and articulate well-supported 

arguments.  
 

Social Cultural 

Social development is promoted through teamwork in group 

discussions and collaborative projects, developing robust 

communication skills via debates or presentations on literary themes, 

and exploring relationships and social dynamics within texts.  

Cultural development is enhanced by studying diverse texts from 

different cultures and time periods to foster an appreciation for 

global perspectives, understanding how literature reflects societal 

norms and values, and encouraging respect for cultural diversity 

through comparative analysis of different authors' works. 



At Key Stage 2, the emphasis is on building foundational social skills 

through group discussions, collaborative projects, and role-playing 

activities. Students are encouraged to share their ideas and opinions 

about texts, such as myths, or contemporary stories, which often 

explore themes of friendship, teamwork, and conflict resolution. 

Teachers guide students to work together in small groups to analyse 

characters' relationships or moral dilemmas, helping them 

understand different perspectives. Writing tasks such as letters or 

diary entries from a character’s point of view also allow students to 

empathise with others and explore social dynamics. 

In Key Stage 3, the focus shifts to more complex social themes and 

contexts. Students engage with a wider range of texts that explore 

societal structures, historical events, and cultural diversity for example 

Refugee Boy which is studied in Year 8. These texts provide 

opportunities for discussions about social responsibility and justice. 

Group debates and discussions become more formalized at this 

stage, helping students refine their ability to articulate arguments 

and respond thoughtfully to opposing viewpoints.  

 

 

In Key Stage 2, students begin to explore a variety of texts that 

introduce them to different cultural perspectives. This lays the 

foundation for a more in-depth study of cultural English in Year 7 and 

8. 

 

At Key Stage 3, the curriculum aims to immerse students in a wide 

range of literature that represents diverse cultural backgrounds. In 

Year 7 The Bone Sparrow is studied and in Year 8 Refugee Boy is 

studied. 

These texts are carefully selected to present increasing levels of 

challenge and maturity as students progress through school. The 

goal is to ensure that students encounter a range of genres and 

periods, including works that reflect various literary traditions and 

writers who represent the diversity of our modern society 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English - BRITISH VALUES 

Democracy 

Democracy can be explored in English lessons through literature, discussion, and writing activities that 

help students understand democratic principles such as fairness, equality, and participation. By 

integrating democratic themes into English, students not only develop their literacy skills but also gain 

insights into civic values and responsibilities. 

Rule of law 
The rule of law is an important concept integrated into English curricula for students, helping them 

understand the foundations of a fair and just society through literature, discussion, and writing activities. 

Mutual Respect 

Mutual respect is a key value integrated into the English curriculum, helping students develop empathy, 

understanding, and the ability to engage with diverse perspectives. Through literature, discussions, and 

collaborative activities, students learn to value others’ ideas, beliefs, and experiences while expressing 

their own views respectfully. 

Individual liberty 

It is a central theme, helping students understand the importance of freedom, choice, and responsibility 

through literature, discussion, and writing. By exploring texts and engaging in activities that highlight 

these values, students develop critical thinking and an appreciation for personal autonomy within a 

supportive framework. 

Tolerance 

Tolerance is a key value integrated into the English curriculum, helping students develop empathy, 

understanding, and respect for diverse perspectives. Through literature, discussions, and writing tasks, 

students explore themes of tolerance and learn how to engage with others' ideas in a respectful and 

thoughtful way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



History - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 
The study of History leans into the natural curiosity of the child and the mystery of 
how and why events in the past happened. It raises questions as to what could 
have happened if events had had different results.  

Pupils are encouraged to explore the role played by important individuals, whether 
their impact be positive or negative, in the shaping of the world we live in. Pupils 
explore different interpretations of the past and reflect upon how historians draw 
their conclusions and shape their understanding. Pupils are encouraged to 
considering how things would be different if the course of events had been 
different; for example: How did the Norman conquest change England?  

Looking at local history and investigating the reasons why our town came to be the 
way it is today. Speculating about how we mark important events from history and 
the people who shaped them, including individuals from the local area.  

Examples within the curriculum: - The Norman Conquest- Medieval public health -
Who was the most powerful Tudor – The Industrial Revolution (in Redditch) – The 
Transatlantic Slave Trade  

Students are encouraged to reflect on and discuss moral questions and dilemmas, 
such as how the British Empire should be remembered? They will also explore past 
events and beliefs that may challenge modern perspectives, some of which were 
also debated or opposed by people at the time, through topics like the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade. 
 
Students will be encouraged to demonstrate compassion for individuals facing 
challenges and to empathise with the decisions made by people in the past, 
understanding the reasoning behind them. Concepts of right and wrong will be 
examined in relation to historical events, connecting to the value of justice. 
 
They will also explore the outcomes of past moral choices and reflect on the 
qualities of individuals who have influenced others, whether positively or 
negatively. 
 
Examples within the curriculum: - The Norman Conquest –Power and conflict 
across the Wars of the Roses, The Tudor dynasty and the English Civil War -The 
British Empire- The Transatlantic Slave Trade – World War 1 and 2.  
 

Social Cultural 
Students will examine both the parallels and differences between past and present 
societies, fostering an appreciation for the advantages of modern life and linking 
to the value of thankfulness. They will also explore how various cultures have 
played a key role in shaping British culture, such as the influence of different goods 
from around the British Empire. Additionally, students will develop their social 
skills through debate and collaborative activities. 

Social issues are a key focus in History lessons. Historians have gradually shifted 
their attention from well-known individuals to the everyday lives of ordinary 
people and lesser-known stories, a perspective that shapes our curriculum, 
especially within our Women’s Suffrage unit of work. This encourages discussions 
about how societies were structured in the past, prompting students to reflect on 

Students will explore and develop an appreciation for people from diverse cultural 
backgrounds, fostering empathy and understanding. They will investigate the 
significant influence of different cultures on the development of British identity 
and gain a deeper awareness of our multicultural society, by studying connections 
between local, British, European, and global history. The contributions of various 
cultures to human progress are examined, tying into the value of belonging.   

 

We have shaped our curriculum to ensure our pupils are at the heart of what we 
do and are motivated through their sense of belonging and seeing their heritage 
represented in our curriculum. 

 



questions such as: How does life today compare to the past? Should society be 
responsible for the well-being of all its members? Do inequalities still exist today? 

Students are also encouraged to engage with their local and family history with a 
homework topic centred around the history of Redditch.  

Examples within the curriculum: - Power and conflict through the 15th, 16th and 
17th Century – The British Empire – Women’s Suffrage  

 

 

Students will also engage with local history and the historical influences that shape 
culture. In Year 7, they focus on several units which examine how religion played a 
role in shaping society. This theme is revisited in our feed school through the study 
of medieval medicine and the religious settlement in Elizabethan England. 
Additionally, students will take part in commemorating key national events, such 
as Remembrance Day.  

 

Examples within the curriculum: - World War 2 – Early Islamic Civilisation – Anglo-
Saxons – The Vikings – Ancient Greece – The British Empire  

  



HISTORY – BRITISH VALUES  

Democracy 

Through our carefully structured history curriculum, students engage in an in-depth exploration of the evolution of British 
democracy and the development of political representation over time. By studying key historical events and movements, they 
gain a deeper understanding of the struggles and achievements that have shaped democratic rights in Britain.  
 
For example, students examine the English Civil War, a pivotal moment in British history that raised fundamental questions 
about the balance of power between the monarchy and Parliament. Through this, they explore the origins of democratic 
governance, and the challenges faced in establishing parliamentary authority. 
 
Additionally, students focus on the women’s suffrage movement, analysing the long and determined fight for equal voting 
rights. By studying the campaign tactics, societal resistance, and eventual success of suffragists and suffragettes, students 
develop an appreciation for the ongoing struggle for representation and equality in a democratic society. 

Rule of law 

We investigate how monarchy had control of the rule of law in year 7 and how this impacted society over three centuries. We 
focus on William the Conqueror's attempt to control the rebellions in England and the fluctuating power of the people. 
 
Pupils study protest through the British Empire and look at how this can be peaceful in cases such as Ghandi's salt march. In 
addition, we explore the enslaved's resistance during the Transatlantic slave trade.   

Mutual Respect 

Encouraging students to respect and appreciate diversity is embedded in daily teaching and learning. This is fostered through 
promoting respect for differing opinions and ideas, as well as developing the ability to collaborate effectively, both 
individually and in group settings. Our emphasis on cultivating positive learning habits ensures that students grow into well-
rounded, responsible members of society who demonstrate respect and tolerance for others, regardless of their background. 
 
Classroom activities that involve teamwork, discussion, and critical evaluation help students build self-esteem and confidence. 
Our curriculum has been carefully designed to reflect diversity across all year groups, with a dedicated focus on representing 
minority groups in History. We ensure that women’s contributions are integrated throughout all historical topics, and Black 
History is studied as a distinct subject, extending beyond a sole focus on enslavement. 

Individual liberty 

The British value of individual liberty is intricately linked to the history curriculum, as it provides students with a 
comprehensive understanding of the development and significance of personal freedoms over time. Through the study of key 
historical events and movements, such as the Norman conquest, the abolition of slavery and the suffragette movement, 
students learn about the struggles and triumphs that have shaped the concept of individual liberty. These lessons highlight 
the importance of standing up for one's beliefs and the impact of legal reforms in protecting personal freedoms. By examining 
historical figures who fought for justice and equality, such as Sylvia Pankhurst and William Wilberforce, students gain insight 
into the ongoing relevance of individual liberty in contemporary society. This historical perspective fosters an appreciation for 
the rights and responsibilities that come with living in a democratic society. 



Tolerance 

The British value of tolerance is deeply connected to the history curriculum, particularly when studying significant events such 
as World War I and II, the women's suffrage movement, the transatlantic slave trade, and the English Civil War. These 
historical periods highlight the struggles and progress made towards accepting and respecting diverse perspectives and 
backgrounds. For instance, the world wars underscored the importance of international cooperation and understanding 
amidst global conflict. The women's suffrage movement showcased the fight for gender equality and the need to respect 
women's rights and voices. The Transatlantic slave trade and its abolition emphasised the moral imperative to recognise the 
humanity and rights of all individuals, regardless of race. Lastly, the English Civil War illustrated the tensions between 
different political and religious beliefs and the eventual move towards a more tolerant society. By studying these events, 
students learn about the importance of tolerance in fostering a just and inclusive society. 
 

  



 

 

 



GEOGRAPHY - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 
As Geography includes the study of different people and places, this  
develops pupils spiritually. Pupils regularly use atlases to develop their  
locational awareness in different scale (local, regional, global) and critically  
explore the contrasting human and physical geography of countries such as Brazil, 
The UK, Greece, USA, India, Russia and countries within Africa.  For example pupils 
study the 2004 Tsunami that was the biggest natural disaster study and the year 6 
travel along Route 66.  All of this develops a sense of enjoyment and fascination in 
learning about others and the world around them, an appreciation of the awe and 
wonder of natural and manmade  
environments as well as giving pupils the platform to learn about, and respect, 
different people’s faiths, feelings and values. By studying contrasting places, this 
also fosters empathy and a willingness by pupils to reflect on their experiences and 
how it differs to others. For example, our students learn about the slums in 
Dharavi and how people live there have economic and social challenges but also 
benefits and how it differs from their own lives.  Throughout the KS2 and KS3 
schemes of learning, students’ creativity and  
imagination is developed. KS3 students develop their own surveys in data 
collection on their coastal fieldtrip 
 

Pupils are taught about the importance of recognising legal boundaries and to 
respect the law. For example, pupils study the rules and policies related to the 
Arctic and how Russia and other countries are trying to navigate these for their 
own economic reasons. The geography schemes of learning also develop pupils’ 
awareness of current key ethical issues associated with geography, highlighting 
what society believes is right and wrong. For example, pupils are taught about the 
ethical argument to reduce climate change and the use of fossil fuels, to be more 
sustainable, to prevent deforestation of the rainforest, reduce global inequalities 
and protect coastal settlements from erosion. Pupils are made aware of the 
consequences of people and countries not making the right choices. This is 
explored through the study of not recycling and reducing your carbon footprint, 
continued carbon emissions and deforestation and how this impacts climate 
change and the enhanced greenhouse effect. Pupils are also regularly given the 
opportunity to research key issues and take part in whole class debates as a way to 
identify the difference between right and wrong as well as to help them to 
formalise their own moral viewpoint and conclusion. This also allows pupils to 
understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues and how this 
can create a moral dilemma for themselves. For example, in KS3 pupils are 
debating the impact of the deforestation of the Congo Rainforest and how this is 
impacting national and internationally 

Social Cultural 
Throughout the KS2 and KS3 schemes of learning, working together is detailed by 
Whole respectful when others are talking, purposeful pairs and finally 
collaborative groups. This is fostered via peer assessment and feedback, fieldwork, 
collaborative learning and research tasks and ‘what would you do’ debates relating 
to various topics in geography which encourage students to co‐operate and 
resolve conflict. By studying specific topics such as the political change in Russia 
and and the cultural, social areas in Greece and Studying different cultures around 
the world is a fundamental element of geography. Learning about customs and 
traditions allows pupils to develop humility and an understanding of the world as a 
diverse global community. For example, by studying different countries within Ks2 
and Ks3 pupils improve their understanding of, and show respect for, different 
faiths and cultures and learn about the importance and benefits of accepting and 
respecting diversity. By studying the causes of migration in India, this gives pupils a 

Studying different cultures around the world is a fundamental element of 
geography. Learning about customs and traditions allows pupils to develop 
humility and an understanding of the world as a diverse global community. For 
example, by studying India at KS3 pupils improve their understanding of, and show 
respect for, different faiths and cultures and learn about the importance and 
benefits of accepting and respecting diversity. Furthermore, it also allows pupils to 

understand how Britain has influenced and shaped India culture through it 
colonisation. By studying urban change in Bristol pupils learn about how it 
has become multi-cultural as well as the cultural, social and economic 
benefits that this provides. All of this helps to further reinforce respect and 
positive attitudes towards different religious and ethnic minority groups in 
local, national and global communities. By studying countries such as India 



clearer understanding of immigration, dispels stereotypes, reinforces mutual 
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and helps to ensure 
they are more rounded when entering the “real world.” By studying countries such 
as Russia, students learn about different political systems and levels of freedom 
and liberty. This fosters debate and encourages students to reflect upon the 
fundamental British values of democracy. 

 

and Russia, pupils are also reminded that not every country around the 
world rules in the same way. This provides the platform for students to 
further explore and deepen their understanding of Britain’s democratic 
parliamentary system. 

 GEOGRAPHY-BRITISH VALUES 

Democracy 

• have respect for democracy and the right of all our fellow students to have their voices heard 

• encourage everyone to feel confident in expressing their ideas and opinions in class discussions 

• treat others how we would want to be treated 

• are involved in decision making through the use of student voice and feedback to our teachers 

• are involved in discussions regarding our learning 

• have opportunities to experience the importance of decision making (e.g. Indian Tsunami decision-making) 

• are encouraged to set our own targets for improvement 

• have opportunities to undertake self assessment 

• have the opportunity to explore and discuss injustices and inequalities (perceived or real) and challenge and  

• debate these through the exploration of geographical topics (Arctic usage) 

• have the opportunity to explore and consider different opinions and how voices are heard ( Coastal erosion decision 
making  

Rule of law 

• follow rules in our classroom to protect the rights of all us to an education 

• uphold whole-school policies with regards to homework, uniform etc. 

• have opportunities to explore and understand how governments have influenced and shaped nations  

• explore the ways in which policy making at a local and global scale can influence both the physical and  

• human landscape (EG the use of the Arctic for resource development) 
 

Mutual Respect 

• are encouraged to debate, share and respect the opinions of others in our classroom discussions 

• have opportunities to understand our responsibilities to conserve resources and play our part in sustainable 
development (this includes our studies of climate change in Year 7 and our consideration of how we can reduce own 
carbon footprints) 

• are encouraged to act on our geographical knowledge about others in our global community 

• are encouraged to share our geographical knowledge about others in our global community 

• we are encouraged to play our part as global citizens  

• explore how places, peoples, cultures and economies are interrelated 



• are taught to respect people's lives and empathise with those affected by disasters and conflict 

• show respect for each other in our behaviour and manners 

Individual liberty 

• are able to have a freedom of expression whilst respecting others during contributions to class discussions 

• are encouraged as much as possible to develop our independent learning skills to help us take control of our own 
learning . 

• have opportunities to critically examine our own values and attitudes (in debating issues, contributing in class etc.) 

• have an opportunity to explore issues surrounding human rights (e.g. migration,  

• have opportunities to be involved in extra-curricular activities (e.g. Eco club,) 

• have the opportunity to self-assess and peer-assess our work 

• take ownership of our behaviour in lessons 

• are encouraged to take pride in our own work in lessons are given opportunities to challenge ourselves and make 
progress with our learning (including having access to stretch and challenge tasks) 

Tolerance 

• understand the importance of identifying and combating discrimination including tackling stereotypes (e.g. in our 
studies of Africa in Year 7 and India and Middle East in year 8 and in exploring HICs and LICs throughout the 
geography curriculum) 

• develop our understanding and respect for different cultures through our studies of place and people in our 
classroom studies qne useage of VR 

• learn to understand and respect the traditions of other cultures (for example through our study of the indigenous 
people in the Sudan in Yr 8). 

• belong to many different faiths and respect the faiths of those around us (we draw on examples from across the 
world in our studies, including amongst others Greece, Inda, Kenya, Middle Eastern countries, USA, and African 
countries  

• are taught to respect and understand diversity in life in other countries 

• celebrate the cultural diversity of our school (through our learning environment) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 
The study of Religious Education opens students up to a variety of not only 
religious beliefs, but different philosophical viewpoints. Students get to explore 
the underpinning foundations of different religions and learn why those, who they 
share their society with, have those beliefs and practices. Furthermore, students 
will not only learn about those religions but have a safe space to combat 
misconceptions and share their opinions about the different religions we study. 
Additionally, through the exploration of different units with KS2 and KS3, students 
are given the opportunity to challenge, question and confirm their beliefs. 
Throughout the Religious Education curriculum, students are able to develop an 
appreciation of the diversity of cultures within our society. 

 

Pupils are asked to consider and comment on moral questions and dilemmas. 
Pupils will be encouraged to show compassion for people facing dilemmas and to 
empathise with religious perspectives. Through the exploration of different 
viewpoints, students are given the ability to make responsible and reasoned 
judgements on moral dilemmas. Furthermore, students are given the ability to 
distinguish right from wrong, based on a knowledge of the moral codes of their 
own, religious perspectives. To add to this, students are given the opportunity to 
explore different perspectives of where we get our moral codes from and assess 
where they think they have got their own morals from. Throughout the Religious 
Education curriculum, students can build and develop their own sense of right and 
wrong, as it allows them review and reassess their values, codes and principles in 
the light of what they learn about as part of the curriculum. 

Social Cultural 
In lessons, students are actively encouraged to discuss their thoughts and ideas, 
this could be in a pair, small group or as part of a whole class discussion. 
Furthermore, within group activities students are given different roles.  This allows 
students to develop respect for the ideas and opinions of others and the skill to 
work collaboratively, which is necessary for our pupils to prepare for life after 
school when they enter the world of work. This is because, they will need to work 
with a variety of people and these activities will develop their social skills. By 
studying different cultures and religions, as well as looking at their similarities and 
differences, we give pupils the opportunity to recognise and respect the social 
differences and similarities within society. This will help students to develop the 
values of tolerance and mutual respect, which are essential within our society.  

In Religious Education students are given the opportunity to study and emphasise 
with different cultures and religions. This is because, as part of the curriculum, 
students will learn why certain cultures and religions believe what they do and 
what this looks like in practice. This gives students an awareness and 
understanding of others’ beliefs, as well as their own. This in turn allows our 
students to develop respect for themselves and for others, as they can understand 
and appreciate why people believe what they do.  

  



 Religious Education - British Values   

Democracy 
Throughout our schemes of work and our individual lessons democracy is not only taught but modelled to students. 
For example, in some lessons we have some form of discussion where students have to learn the skill of listening to 
others and being able to agree/oppose their point of view.  

Rule of law 
In Religious Education lessons we look at examples of religious and no religious laws This helps students recognise and reflect 
on what is expected of them within our society.  

Mutual Respect 
Teaching pupils to respect and value diversity is encouraged and modelled in everyday teaching and learning through showing 
respect for different perspectives and religious beliefs.  

Individual liberty 

To encourage individual liberty in Religious Education, students are given the opportunity to voice their opinions safely within 
the classroom. This allows students to express their thoughts and develop who they are as a person. Students are actively 
encouraged to work independently Students have the opportunity to understand what liberty is and how everyone has the 
right to believe in what they want to, whether that be a religious belief or a non-religious viewpoint.  

Tolerance 
Students study a range of different cultures and religions. This enables students to understand why certain people or religious 
groups believe what they do. Therefore, whilst students don’t have to agree with everything they learn about, it gives them 
the opportunity to know why people believe what they do and be accepting of their beliefs.  

 

MFL - SMSC 

Spiritual  Moral  

Pupils are taught to accept and embrace other languages and cultures   

through the teaching of MFL. For example, they have the opportunity to 

reflect on cultures from South American countries and Spain.  Pupils look at 

traditions such as ‘The Day of the Dead’ or ‘The Three Kings’ in Spain  

Pupils are encouraged to show empathy and understanding to others.  The 

MFL pupils learn to  identify and explore many moral issues in a global society 

context, covering issues relating to the environment, work opportunities, and 

technology.   

Social  Cultural  

Students are encouraged to work independently in lessons and proactively 

use the target language in classwork, whether through pair work or group 

work which helps to develop self-confidence. Students also develop the 

ability to work collaboratively to help each other learn and complete tasks 

Cultural development and cultural awareness are integral to language 

learning. Students can consider their own culture and compare it with the 

cultures of the countries where the target language is spoken. Opportunities 



such as dialogues. Students are encouraged to experiment with language and 

learn from their mistakes.  

to promote cultures where the target languages are spoken are evidenced in 

the schemes of learning long-term plans.  

 

MFL - British Values 

Democracy  Pupils vote during lessons to make decisions based on food for example.  

Rule of law  

The school’s behaviour policy, reinforced in every lesson, enables students to distinguish right from wrong and 

to  respect the order according to which our school functions which helps them in turn understands how important 

it is to respect rules.  

Mutual Respect  

The study of a foreign language helps to prepare young people to live in a multicultural society and to deal 

with difference knowledgeably, tolerantly and morally. In lessons students take part in speaking tasks in which 

students must respect others’ opinions even if they are   

different from their own.  

Individual liberty  

Freedom of speech: students are encouraged to give their opinion in most topics studied, for example regarding 

eating habits, new technology and environmental issues. At all times, students are reminded of an expectation of 

respect for others.  

Tolerance  

Students can understand their own culture by comparing it to cultures of other countries where the target 

languages are spoken. Learning a foreign language includes feeling comfortable in another culture and be willing to 

understand and accept different sets of values.  

 

 

 

 

 



Personal Development  Wider World Faculty 
Extra-curricular clubs and trips 

Pupils are given the opportunity to experience the coastal environment of Weston Super Mare and the natural environment by being in a river and 
studying the physical aspects of it. Local studies also take place. Pupils get the opportunity to visit places of worship.  The choir are invited to 
the church to perform on different occasions throughout the year.  

Careers 
In the Wider World Faculty, students are encouraged to focus on their personal growth and development. Teachers actively support 
their ongoing learning, highlighting the achievements of former students who have gone on to university. Pupils are consistently 
challenged to think critically and creatively, developing ideas to address local, regional, and global issues. The skills learned in 
lessons are applicable to various careers, such as the ability to listen, show respect, evaluate information, and form well-reasoned 
opinions. 
When studying specific religions, we emphasize the importance of understanding different belief systems and the reasons behind 
those beliefs. Additionally, we explore the roles of religious leaders, focusing on the qualities and skills required for these positions. 
The subjects within the Wider World Faculty naturally encourage collaboration, and students understand the value of working as an 
effective team during fieldwork. This teamwork is a highly sought-after skill in today’s workforce. Pupils also gain practical experience 
in decision-making based on evidence and in evaluating the impact of their choices, another valuable skill in the professional world. 

Responsible, respectful and active citizens 
The subjects within the Wider World Faculty develop pupils to become responsible, respectful and active citizens who are able to play their part and become 
actively involved in public life as adults.  Pupils are consistently challenged to think critically and creatively, developing ideas to address 
local, regional, and global issues. 

The protected characteristics 
The Wider World Faculty promotes equality of opportunity so that all pupils can thrive together, understanding that difference is a positive, not a negative, and 
that individual characteristics make people unique. This includes, but is not limited to, pupils’ understanding of the protected characteristics and how equality 
and diversity are promoted LBGTQ+ 

 Inclusive environment  
The Wider World Faculty ensures an inclusive environment that meets the needs of all pupils, irrespective of age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion 
or belief, sex or sexual orientation, and where no discrimination exists, for example in respect of wider opportunities for pupils 

Online and Off-line Risks 
When using IT equipment at school or in the home environment, pupils are reminded about the positive behaviours they can make to stay safe 
online in the way they research issues and in the way they interact with social media. Best practice accounts are used to inform and remind pupils 



of how they can protect themselves in a positive way. Staff are made aware of pupils for whom parental permission has not been given for 
photographic use and make sure that those pupils are never in photos taken (particularly relevant on fieldtrips).  

Mental & Physical Health 
Within the Wider World Faculty pupils develop  confidence, resilience and knowledge so that they can keep themselves mentally healthy 

Healthy relationships 
Wider World Faculty lessons develop pupils’ age-appropriate understanding of healthy relationships focusing on respect and communication 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



SCIENCE - SMSC 
Spiritual Moral 

Science as a subject is all about questioning information and finding answers. 
At Birchensale Middle School the science team inspire students spirituality by 
encouraging them to ask questions about themselves and the world around 
them. Science has the ability to make us feel both enormously insignificant 
(compared to the scale of the visible universe) and enormously significant (we 
are genetically unique). It helps us understand our relationship with the world 
around us. And discover a sense of awe and wonder at the complexities and 
elegance of the natural world. For scientists, this is a spiritual experience and 
drives us onwards in our search for understanding. Whether it's the ethics 
behind embryo screening, genetic engineering, stem cell research and gene 
therapy, or the environmental impact of industry; Teachers allow the students 
to think about the pros and cons, or rights and wrongs, and form an opinion 
based on evidence.  

 

Moral decisions are an important aspect of science. As teachers, we 
encourage students to compare and evaluate evidence. Students also discuss 
legal; issues such as speeding and stopping distances. Students will need to 
make their own conclusions on ethical issues as part of their KS3 and KS2 
curriculum for example the ethics of zoos in preserving a species of animals 
becoming extinct. 

Social Cultural 
Social Cultural Communication, collaboration and peer review are very 
important aspects of science. There is plenty of opportunity for group work at 
Birchensale Middle School where all of those opportunities are encouraged. 
Students are often working together on scientific investigations where they 
have to share responsibility for how they work. They will then need to facilitate 
sharing of results with the wider class. Students are also encouraged to work 
together outside the classroom on projects such as a presentation. 

 

Science has and still is constantly changing, as new evidence comes to light 
and theories are developed. Students here at Birchensale Middle School are 
taught how scientists across all different backgrounds and cultures (both men 
and women) have been key in the development of scientific ideas, concepts 
and discoveries. 

 

 

 

 



Science - British Values  

Democracy 
Students often partake in activities of debate in science which then leads to voting. Students are also allowed and 
encouraged to make choices in lessons.  

Rule of law 

Rule of law Students are expected to follow the school’s behaviour policy and are rewarded each lesson. Teachers 
promote the laboratory safety rules throughout student’s time in the laboratory and students know consequences for 
not following them. The science curriculum touches on legal aspects such as speed limits and stem cell and cloning 
research.  

Mutual Respect 
Mutual Respect Science at Birchensale Middle School actively encourages mutual respect due to the nature of the 
lessons. Students are expected to collaborate and work closely with their peers.  

Individual liberty 

 Individual liberty Students are expected to show initiative in their work but a mixture of independent learning and group 
work. Students are encouraged to make the right choice and take responsibility for their behaviour. But also to 
understand how they can make positive contributions. 

Tolerance 
Tolerance Students are actively encouraged to share their ideas. They do so in an environment that accepts different 
beliefs. The science curriculum lends itself to discussing different beliefs for example on evolution, stem cell research, 
environmental issues and more. 

  



 

Computing - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 
Students reflect on their own lives, and the lives of others, as they look at various 
case studies reviewing how computing technologies are used in society. Students 
debate and formulate their own set of values and beliefs through case studies as 
they share their own experiences. To promote students’ spiritual development, 
their sense of self and their will to achieve, the computing department continually 
takes the opportunity to praise students for their contribution in lessons using the 
school reward system (including house points and pupil of the week / term / year 
awards). 

 

Students consider this issue by considering how our use of technology has an 
impact on our world, by considering how it has a financial impact on individuals, 
how it brings opportunities to some – but also how it can reduce the options of 
others. They also reflect on how technology can affect the health and well-being of 
its users; how our use of technology brings some interesting questions in terms of 
privacy; and how data is used by organisations.  

Social Cultural 
Students appreciate their access to technology and how this can bring them 
opportunities. They are encouraged to empathise with the access that others may 
have and the multitude of reasons as to why they may not have the same access 
and how this could limit, or increase, opportunity. Producing information to be 
shared with other students, allows them to reflect on the needs of a range of 
different audiences within our society (ensuring that the work is reflective of the 
users' needs). 

 

Students consider how computing technology brings cultures together and allows 
them to learn from one another. Students also consider how we might need to 
share information in a different way depending on where in the world it is viewed; 
along with considering the types of communication that technology can enable to 
bring people together from different cultures. 

  



 Computing - British Values   

Democracy 
Students undertake student voice activities that inform planning and resources (to better suits their needs). They make 
choices continually in terms of how they want to present work (using several types of software, choosing which type of 
algorithm they want to work with) and in terms of how they want to solve a problem when programming. 

Rule of law 

Students are made aware of the importance of the Data Protection Act, Computer Misuse Act and Copyright legislation 
through their internet safety work. This includes consideration of why these laws are important in the way that we conduct 
ourselves in a digital society; reading and reviewing case studies of illegal activity; and, of course, the consequences that go 
along with not staying in line with the law. 

Mutual Respect 
Students are encouraged to peer review with ‘what went well’ and ‘even better if’ points, ensuring that all feedback is 
constructive and not personal. This gives the students ideas and thoughts to apply to their work, as well as discussion points 
with others (to consider why they may have done something in a different way). 

Individual liberty 

Students in Computing are often required to present their ideas to an audience; in doing so they select software that they 
think is most appropriate – often they can present information in the way that they feel most suitable for the task. Students 
are also encouraged to question our use of technology and decide when they feel using technology is appropriate for a task. 

Tolerance 
Students consider their own access to technology – how, when, and why - and how this might be different to others. This 
helps them understand why others may have a different experience than themselves, and how we need to consider the 
experiences of others are part of making up who they are. 

  



 DT - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 
Spiritual development is of a very high importance in design & technology. The 
process of creative thinking and innovation inspires students to bring out 
undiscovered talents, which in turn breeds a self-confidence and belief in their 
abilities. It also challenges and appeals to the creative instincts that have driven 
humanity to discover, adapt and overcome, within out schemes of work we seek to 
develop these. Students have the opportunity to reflect and consider a range of 
factors in the natural world and how these influence DT, Food & Art textiles both 
within materials and job roles Students also explore how a range of beliefs 
influence choices and habit as well as using a range of equipment and explore 
properties of ingredients/materials both organic and non-organic to create a range 
of dishes using home grown herbs and fruits. 

In design & technology we seek to develop a sense of ‘moral conscience’ in our 
students, through focusing upon the moral dilemmas raised in designing and 
making new products. We teach students to understand the wider impacts on the 
environment when designing and making new products and expect them to 
carefully consider the ingredients/materials & components they will use when 
designing and making. We encourage sustainable thinking through the active 
application of the ‘6 R’s’ and to highlight the impact on environmentally sensitive 
areas of the world. The 6 Rs include: reinvent/rethink, refuse, reduce, 
reuse/repair, recycle, replace/rebuy. 

Social Cultural 
Social development is a key feature of all design & technology lessons. We teach 
the concept of self-regulation to ensure that students accept responsibility for 
their behaviour and the safety of others. We encourage students to give each 
other reminders when standards fall short of the collective expectation. This 
establishes and maintains a safe, secure, learning environment. Students are 
encouraged to research and explore different factors relating to how a person's 
individual influences effect choices such as finance, religion, traditions, and 
exposure habits. A range of scenarios encourage students to explore a range of 
multi-cultural foods/materials. 

We develop wider cultural awareness in design technology through projects that 
have a connection with our past heritage and how our industrial routes have 
shaped our nation. We seek to expand student’s knowledge of other cultures 
influences on design and manufacture including an increasing awareness of the 
influences digital manufacturing developments from other countries is having on 
the designing and making of products that we use. Students are encouraged to 
look at, produce and sample a range of ingredients from different cultures as well 
as developing an understanding of dietary beliefs such as kosher and vegan, plant 
based and vegetarian diets. 

  



DT - British Values  

Democracy 
Students undertake student voice activities that inform planning and resources (to better suits their needs). They make 
choices continually in terms of how they want to present work, and in terms of how they want to solve a design problem 
(including materials) when designing and making. 

Rule of law 
Students are made aware of the importance of Copyright legislation in their design work. This includes consideration of why 
this law is important in protecting intellectual material in product design. 

Mutual Respect 
Students are encouraged to peer review with ‘what went well’ and ‘even better if’ points, ensuring that all feedback is 
constructive and not personal. This gives the students ideas and thoughts to apply to their work, as well as discussion points 
with others (to consider why they may have done something in a different way). 

Individual liberty 

Students in DT are required to present their ideas to an audience; in doing so they are given choices regarding an appropriate 
method. Students are also encouraged to question our use of technology and decide when they feel using technology is 
appropriate for a task. 

Tolerance 
Students consider the needs of customers and how this might vary for different individual needs or groups. This helps them 
understand how we must consider the end users needs whenever we create a design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEM FACULTY – Personal Development  
Extra-curricular clubs and trips 

The Science Department works closely with STEM ambassadors and have extracurricular trips to inspire pupils learning for example the Birmingham Science 
Museum and The STEM Big Bang Fair. We participate in the Science Week activities and provide extra curricular STEM clubs and Crest Awards. 
Pupil’s access to technology at home varies a great deal from household to household. A proportion of our pupils are digital natives and have good access to 
technology at home. Many, however, have limited access to a suitable digital device.  For these reasons, the department prioritises offering a daily Computing 
Club. Here, pupils access a reliable device in a secure environment to allow them to complete their studies and access educational games and content. To 
increase interest in computing careers, a girls-only coding challenge (through GCHQ) has also been offered to increase the sense that this is a viable career for 
women.  Extra-curricular activities such as baking clubs and links to the local community and businesses have been employed in KS3. 

Careers 
The science department supports readiness for the next phase of education, training or employment so that pupils are equipped to make the transition 
successfully, including, for secondary schools, through careers information education, advice and guidance. Students are actively encouraged in their career 
choices by the Science department. The subject leads itself to discuss careers in medicine, veterinary science, engineering, agriculture as part of our lessons. 
But students also get opportunities to develop these ideas further. For example, participating in RAF and NASA activities with the present Moon project. Visiting 
various activities via STEM partners including visiting the BIG BANG Fair. The Computing scheme of work supports readiness for the next phase of education, 
training, or employment so that students are equipped to make the transition successfully. Opportunities to study careers in computing-related fields is part of 
the KS3 scheme. Students also develop skills in industry-standard applications to further make transition into the world of work more successful. The KS3 DT 
scheme of work supports readiness for the next phase of education, training, or employment so that students are equipped to make the transition successfully. 
Opportunities to study careers in design/technology-related fields is part of the KS3 scheme. Students also develop skills in industry-standard methods (such as 
CAD) to further make transition into the world of work more successful. 

Responsible, respectful and active citizens 
We actively address current affairs and explore how Science has and does engage pupils to become responsible, respectful and active citizens who are able to 
play their part and become actively involved in public life as adults and as children.  Computing plays a significant role in fostering active citizenship by providing 
tools and platforms that enhance civic engagement and participation. Digital technologies make it easier for citizens to access information about their local 
area. Learning how to use this technology empowers individuals to stay informed and hold authorities accountable. Students learn about social media platforms 
and how to use them both safely and effectively. This provides them with the future tools to share information, discuss issues, and mobilize for causes. More 
broadly, through their e-safety topics, students learn what a respectful and responsible user looks like. DT plays a significant role in fostering active citizenship by 
providing tools and knowledge that enhance our connectedness to others and the world. Students learn about ecological issues when selecting materials and 
making designs. Food miles and the impact of intensive farming are considerations when pupils design meals as part of their food projects. This provides them 
with the future tools to make informed decisions – basing this on the potential impact to others. The aim is to develop respectful and responsible consumers. 

The protected characteristics 
Science promotes equality of opportunity so that all pupils can thrive together, understanding that difference is a positive, not a negative, and that individual 
characteristics make people unique. This includes, but is not limited to, pupils’ understanding of the protected characteristics and how equality and diversity are 
promoted LBGTQ+. For example, the research project into important discoveries and inventions in the STEM protected characteristics community.  The 
Computing scheme promotes equality of opportunity so that all pupils can thrive together, understanding that difference is a positive, not a negative, and that 



individual characteristics make people unique. This includes (but is not limited to) pupils’ understanding of the protected characteristics and how equality and 
diversity are promoted. By learning about social technologies and platforms, pupils are able to develop support networks in the future (potential reducing 
loneliness and social isolation). Pupils are taught that technology is a great tool for self-expression; as such, design units are built into the Computing scheme 
which allow pupils to make their own choices about what is important to them.  Design units within the KS3 DT scheme allow students to make their own choices 
about what is important to them (as an individual). 

 Inclusive environment  
The science department ensures an inclusive environment that meets the needs of all pupils, irrespective of age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion 
or belief, sex or sexual orientation, and where no discrimination exists, for example in respect of wider opportunities for pupils. In the same way that the 
Computing scheme promotes equality of opportunity, it also ensures an inclusive environment that meets the needs of all students (irrespective of age, 
disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief, sex or sexual orientation, and where no discrimination exists). Through the ability to make choices about 
what is important to them in design work; through the sharing of experiences with others in group and paired tasks; and through the sharing of ideas using 
technology, all pupils are included.  Through the ability to make choices about what is important to them in design work; through the sharing of experiences with 
others in group and paired tasks; and through the sharing of ideas, all pupils are included. 

Online and Off-line Risks 
Online research enables pupils to recognise bias and non-bias effects the sources can have had the knowledge they secure for example the TreeOctopus 
research project. We also work closely with the IT department to regularly update with current news affects on pupils safety and wellbeing.  Our programme also 
educates pupils about offline risks, such as the importance of making safe choices in real-life situations that may involve Science for example environmental 
and personal risks to choices they make.  Students undertake e-safety units in Computing twice per year. Using technology safely is paramount, and this is first 
topic studied for all year groups each year. The Computing scheme enables pupils to recognise online and offline risks to their well-being – for example, risks 
from criminal and sexual exploitation, domestic abuse, female genital mutilation, forced marriage, substance misuse, gang activity, radicalisation and 
extremism – and making them aware of the support available to them. Students in all year groups learn to recognise the dangers of inappropriate use of mobile 
technology; and social media, in particular, is a focus with older students in Year 8.  Alongside the study of online risks, students learn that these dangers don’t 
just stay online – many online risks can become ‘real-world’ dangers. Students are taught to recognise online and offline risks to their well-being – for example, 
risks from criminal and sexual exploitation, gang activity, radicalisation and extremism. They are made aware of what can go wrong and how to access help. The 
DT environment is full of potential risks; lessons take place in several settings (including the kitchen and workshop). Students learn about general rules to help us 
stay safe in DT. Furthermore, they identify dangers that are specific to the working environment they are in. Students have frequent reminders of this. ‘Health and 
safety’ is built into all lessons to flag potential dangers, challenge misconceptions, and enforce a safe working safe for all.  

Mental & Physical Health 
We focus on building pupils’ confidence, resilience and knowledge linking this to information and experiments engaged in through Science. We also promote 
healthy lifestyles through  
developing pupils’ understanding of how to keep physically healthy, eat healthily and maintain an active lifestyle, including giving ample opportunities for pupils 
to be active during the school day and through extra-curricular activities and develop there knowledge of healthy choices they can make both physically and 
mentally.  In Year 6 and Year 8, students learn about the curated nature of the online world. In Year 6, they learn about fakery through image manipulation. In Year 
8, they consider the implications of social media with regard to body image and mental health. The aim is to develop pupils’ confidence, resilience, and 
knowledge so that they can keep themselves mentally healthy. They are also made aware of digital resources which can be used to support them.  ‘Health and 
Safety’ in DT is paramount. Further to this, pupils’ mental health is also considered. Pupils have the freedom to make choices about their design and make tasks; 



they are able to express themselves, providing an important creative outlet. Within the KS3 scheme, there are opportunities for pupils to make their own choices, 
building both independence and a sense of self. 

Healthy relationship 
We foster awareness of healthy relationships, focusing on respect and communication. Our discussions encourage pupils to understand boundaries and make 
informed decisions, paralleling these lessons with the critical thinking skills developed in Science. Pupils also follow a scheme of work that partners with PSHE 
to develops pupils’ age-appropriate understanding of healthy relationships through appropriate relationships and sex education.  Through the e-safety aspects of 
the Computing scheme, pupils develop an age-appropriate understanding of healthy online relationships. In KS2, students learn about being a good and 
responsible friend online. They also learn about stranger danger and how others can easily pretend to be something they are not in an online environment. In 
KS3, they learn about sexting, sexploitation and inappropriate sharing. In addition, KS3 pupils develop the knowledge and skills to better manage their digital 
content to make connections with the people that matter most to them.  Healthy relationships with food are encouraged through our cooking units in KS3. Pupils 
learn about food safety, healthy eating and food miles; they taught to adapt meals to better suit these key themes. Students are taught that food is fuel, but it can 
also be enjoyed – no foods are “bad,” but we can improve our health by maintaining the right amounts of the correct food groups.  

 



  



PSHE - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 
We guide children in discovering more about themselves, others, and the world 
around them, fostering a sense of awe and curiosity. Through exploring values 
and beliefs, we shape their outlook on life and nurture respect for others. 
Creativity is central to our curriculum, and we encourage children to reflect on 
their own experiences with an open mind. 

 

We offer children opportunities to explore moral and ethical issues, helping 
them develop the ability to distinguish between right and wrong, and 
encouraging them to apply this understanding in their daily lives. We also 
support them in understanding the consequences of their actions. 

Social Cultural 
We foster social skills by encouraging children to work and interact with others 
from diverse backgrounds. They learn to collaborate effectively and resolve 
conflicts with ease. We also teach them about the dynamics of their own 
community, as well as the broader society and other communities. 

 

We encourage an understanding and appreciation of cultural diversity. We 
celebrate the variety within our school and share knowledge and experiences 
with the community. We help children to recognize and appreciate the cultural 
influences that have shaped their own heritage and look at scenarios of other 
children to understand people from other backgrounds. 

  



PSHE - British Values  

Democracy 

Classroom Elections: Pupils can participate in mock elections to elect class representatives or members of a student council. 
This teaches them about voting, campaigning, and the democratic process. 
 
Group Discussions and Debates: Organizing group discussions or debates on age-appropriate topics helps children understand 
the value of listening to different viewpoints, developing critical thinking, and engaging in respectful dialogue. 
 
Class Rules and Decision-Making: Encouraging students to have a say in creating class rules and making decisions together 
fosters a sense of shared responsibility and shows how democratic systems work. 
 
Student Council Participation: By being part of a student council or a similar body, pupils can learn about leadership, 
representation, and how their voices can influence decisions within the school. 
 
Understanding Rights and Responsibilities: Teaching students about their rights and responsibilities as members of a school 
community helps them understand how democracy works in both small and large-scale settings. 

Rule of law 

Classroom Rules and Responsibilities: Pupils can be involved in creating and agreeing on classroom rules, helping them 
understand the importance of laws in maintaining order and fairness. They learn that rules apply to everyone equally and 
must be followed for the well-being of all. 
 
Understanding Consequences: Teaching students about the consequences of breaking rules, both within the classroom and in 
society, helps them understand the importance of laws in maintaining order and fairness. 
 
Role-Playing Scenarios: Role-playing activities where students act out situations involving law enforcement, courts, and the 
process of justice can help them better understand how the rule of law works in society. 
 
Understanding Rights and Responsibilities: Teaching children about their rights (e.g., the right to education, protection, and 
fairness) and responsibilities (e.g., following rules, respecting others) helps them connect the idea of law to their everyday 
lives. 
 
Debates and Discussions: Organizing debates or class discussions on the importance of laws and rules in maintaining fairness 
and safety can help pupils think critically about the rule of law and its role in society. 

Mutual Respect 

Group Activities and Collaborative Projects: Working together on group tasks helps pupils understand the importance of 
respecting others' ideas, skills, and contributions. Collaborative projects teach them to value teamwork and respect different 
perspectives. 
 



Classroom Discussions on Respect: Organizing discussions where pupils explore the meaning of respect and share their 
thoughts on how to show respect to others helps them internalize the concept. They can discuss respect for differences, 
opinions, and personal space. 
 
Celebrating Diversity: Activities that highlight cultural, social, or religious diversity, such as celebrating different holidays or 
learning about global customs, teach students to appreciate and respect differences in others. 
 
Role-Playing and Scenarios: Using role-play to act out situations where respect is demonstrated, such as how to resolve 
conflicts or how to speak politely to others, gives pupils practical examples of what mutual respect looks like in daily 
interactions. 

Individual liberty 

Classroom Discussions on Freedom and Choice: Engaging in discussions about what individual liberty means—such as the right 
to make choices, express opinions, and follow personal interests—helps pupils understand the importance of personal 
freedom within a respectful and safe environment. 

Encouraging Self-Expression: Creating opportunities for students to express themselves through art, writing, or speaking gives 
them the freedom to share their unique thoughts, creativity, and opinions, fostering a sense of individual liberty. 

Promoting Respect for Individuality: Celebrating each student’s unique qualities and personal achievements, such as 
recognizing different talents or cultural backgrounds, fosters an environment where individuality is valued and respected. 

Learning about Historical Figures and Movements: Teaching students about historical figures and movements that fought for 
individual freedoms, such as civil rights activists or leaders of social change, helps children appreciate the value of liberty and 
the struggles that have shaped it. 

Respecting Personal Space and Privacy: Encouraging students to respect personal boundaries and the right to privacy in both 
physical and emotional spaces helps them understand the importance of individual liberty in everyday interactions. 

Creating a Safe and Inclusive Environment: Ensuring that all students feel free to be themselves without fear of judgment or 
exclusion supports their understanding of individual liberty and the importance of freedom in a school setting. 

Exploring the Concept of Fairness: Teaching children how their individual rights should not infringe on the rights of others 
helps them understand the balance between personal liberty and respecting the rights of others in society. 

Tolerance 
Classroom Discussions on Differences: Facilitating discussions about diversity, such as cultural, religious, or personal 
differences, helps children understand and appreciate that people can have varied backgrounds, beliefs, and perspectives. 
 



Celebrating Diversity: Using Picture News and other resources, we are able to investigate different cultures, traditions, or 
holidays to encourage children to respect and embrace the differences around them. 
 
Group Work and Collaborative Projects: Working in diverse groups allows students to learn how to communicate, collaborate, 
and respect different ideas and working styles. It teaches them to value teamwork despite differences. 
 
Literature and Stories about Tolerance: Reading books or stories that feature characters who demonstrate tolerance, face 
challenges related to differences, or learn to accept others helps pupils understand how to treat people with respect and 
kindness.  

  



 

 

 



Physical Education - SMSC 

Spiritual Moral 
 This involves students developing a variety of skills, e.g. performing a sequence in 
dance or gymnastics, which allows the students to express their feelings and 
emotions as well as be amazed by what their bodies can achieve. 

PE enables students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem, and self-
confidence through: 

 • the development of competence through physical and decision-making skills 
over time in a variety of activities and situations, setting targets and experiencing 
personal progress and success. 

 • embedding knowledge of how the body works and the concepts of health and 
fitness, why the body responds the way it does, how it can adapt and the benefits 
of a healthy active life.  

• engaging in challenging experiences that test limits (i.e. Malvern trip and Bell 
heath).  

• a positive experience of self and peer assessment with constructive feedback. 
(Pupils are assessed for all sporting areas covered in P.E) 

 • celebration and praise for performance and effort, perseverance after failure or 
difficulty, With lots of house point being given out, celebration in assemblies and 
photos on our school social media platform and newsletter.  

 

This is about the students having the opportunity to understand how PE can 
influence their healthy living and lifestyle. PE highlights the advantages of health 
and lifestyle through team sports and health related fitness. Students are also able 
to understand the rules of activities and the reasons why they need to abide by 
them and understand what fair play is. 
 
PE enables students to distinguish right from wrong, respect for democracy and 
support for participation through:  
 
• the embedding of the concepts of rules and fair play at the earliest possible 
opportunity with the opportunity for them to see that the rules, in all situations, 
are there for a reason and there are consequences for not adhering to these rules.  
 
• imposing the rules when self-refereeing/refereeing/umpiring, recognising when 
rules have been broken and the importance of fair play for both sides.  
 
• being encouraged to take decisions in good faith, not arguing, even when they 
consider those decisions to be unfair and when faced with defeat being 
encouraged to recognise their own limitations and not blame outside conditions, 
especially the officials. 
  
• playing in games to foster respect and the ability to respect their viewpoint, 
developing informed opinions about rules as rules evolve in line with changing 
perceptions, that rules are changed based on discussion and consensus. 
 
 • discussions on reflection and empathy as they begin obeying rules because they 
are right and fair, not just because they are the rules. 
 
 • discussions on the rules of personal and social morality with reference to 
cheating, and aggression and of the balance of morality between keeping rules and 
improving standards that lead to the rules being updated, for example in the case 
of women in sport. 
 



 • team and group activities that develop reliability and responsibility and the 
concept of personal responsibility; to perform to the best of your ability, to be 
tolerant and appreciative of the performance of others, this includes as a 
spectator, performer and official.  
 
• Opportunities to take part in activities that foster discussion of acceptable risk 
and the consequences of their actions including environmental 
 
 

Social Cultural 
In P.E students can work as a team, as well as reflect on feelings of determination 
and enjoyment. Students are given the role of a coach or leader to develop their 
social skills in co-operation, communication, commitment, loyalty and teamwork. 

Pupils get the opportunity to come to extracurricular clubs, where they can be 
social and meet new people from all different backgrounds and religions and get 
picked for the school team, when we have a high number of pupils come to 
practice we enter multiple teams.  

We promote sport outside of school and encourage outside participation.  

PE encourages students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show 
initiative, and to understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of 
those living and working in the locality of the school and to society more widely 
through:  

• working with a variety of partners in different activities to foster cooperation, 
mutual support, sharing ideas, communicating to solve problems in a variety of 
ways, listening to and valuing the viewpoints of others. 

 • taking part in activities that break down barriers, for example, an element of 
risk, to foster cooperation and collaboration, in an unusual environment or 
situation.  

Students are given the opportunity to learn games and dances from different 

traditions, including their own, as well as being able to appreciate the differences 

between male and female roles within sport 

PE furthers tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by 

enabling students to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and 

other’s cultures through: 

 • Equal access to all activities for all and acknowledgment that culturally, this has 

not been, and in some cases is still not, the case.  

• Studying the history and traditions behind the development of different sports 

and dance styles around the world and participating in these activities in curricular 

and extra-curricular events 



• curricular and extra-curricular activities that vary and foster mutual interest, 
friendships, and diversity. 

 • opportunities to take part in sports and leadership activities. 

• Opportunities for residential sports trips in year 6 and year 8.  
 

  



PE - British Values  

Democracy 

Throughout PE, students are taught about the need for different roles and different responsibilities, including teamwork and 
decision making. They can work individually as well as in teams and make informed choices. Students understand and accept 
the roles of captain, vice-captain, team players, coaches and volunteers and are fully engaged in all lessons. The extra-
curricular programme is inclusive, activities reflect student voice and are well attended. 

Rule of law 

Students are taught about age-appropriate rules, fairness, and respect, through a variety of PE activities. They can play within 
the rules in any activity. Students learn to work individually and in groups. They understand the need for rules, adhere to 
them and can develop rules for activities that they create. An established ethos in PE about how to win and lose fairly and 
understand good sportsperson ship. Students adhere to and understand the rules of safety, they demonstrate good social 
skills. They know and adhere to the rules and social etiquettes related to any type of competition. Competition against oneself 
is encouraged in addition to competition against others. Students can solve problems on their own or with others. 

Mutual Respect 

Students are taught about the environment and different activity contexts. They respect the countryside and venues during 
off site visits. There are appropriate rewards and sanctions in PE for inappropriate behaviour. Students know the values of the 
school and PE, contribute to their development, and accept rewards and sanctions. They respect PE equipment and school 
buildings/facilities. The school engages in competition and encourages competition within and across the community. All 
students can access competition within and outside of the school and demonstrate appropriate behaviour and regard for 
rules and regulations. 

Individual liberty 

PE recognises individual differences. Students respect individual differences and are confident to express their opinions and 
respect others’ views. There is an ethos where the views of individual pupils are listened to and respected within an 
acceptable framework. They can make judgements about their own and others’ performances. Students are taught safely and 
about safety. They feel safe in curricular and extracurricular activities and during off site visits. 

Tolerance 
Students are taught about historical, cultural, and religious differences, through a variety of PE activities. They know, 
understand can articulate different styles of dance and the historical aspects of various activities. They can articulate their 
own beliefs. The culture in PE respects cultural differences and avoid stereotyping groups. 

 


