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Welcome Back!

Welcome back to the new term! We hope you all enjoyed a lovely,
restful Easter break and are ready for the exciting weeks ahead. This
term promises to be a busy and enjoyable one, with lots of fun trips,
visits and special events planned, alongside a period of national
testing for some of our pupils. As always, there will be plenty of hard
work in classrooms, balanced with engaging learning experiences,
memorable opportunities and important transition work to help all
pupils prepare confidently for their next steps. A reminder too that
our new summer polo shirt is now available from Orchard Clothing.
We are really looking forward to a term full of learning, discovery and
achievement together.

Please remember to come into
school with your planner, reading

book, refillable water bottle, and all
your equipment ready for the day

How you start your morning sets
the tone for the whole day—start

strong!

Ready, Set, Learn!



BorcelleThe benefits of daily
reading 

Parents: Do you know the benefits of 15 minutes of daily reading?

Research on more than 2.2 million students shows that 15 minutes of daily 
reading is the threshold at which children start making above-average gains in
reading ability. Below it, progress stalls. Above it, growth accelerates – 
and keeps accelerating. 

How long should a child read each day?

15 minutes is the minimum that makes a measurable difference. analysis has
shown that children who read for fewer than five minutes a day saw the 
lowest growth in reading ability. Those reading between five and 14 minutes
 made sluggish progress that fell below national averages. But at 15 minutes
 and above, reading gains rose sharply – exceeding the average and continuing 
to climb. Students reading just over half an hour a day saw the greatest gains 
of all. In short, 15 minutes is the point at which reading practice stops being 
tokenistic and starts doing real work.

What happens to vocabulary when children don’t read enough?

According to research, a child who averages 30 or more minutes of daily
reading between reception and Year 13 will encounter roughly 13.7 million
words over their school career. A child reading fewer than 15 minutes a day
will meet just 1.5 million. The difference is more than 12 million words.
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World Autism Acceptance Month is a wonderful opportunity for
everyone to come together to raise not only awareness, but true

understanding and acceptance of autism. Throughout the month,
people across the world take time to learn more about autism,

celebrate autistic individuals, and promote inclusive communities
where everyone feels valued.

You can show your support wherever you are — at home, in
school, or in the workplace. Small everyday actions can make a
big difference. By listening, learning, and showing kindness, we
can support our autistic family members, friends, pupils, and

colleagues. Together, we can help create an environment where
autistic people feel respected, understood, and able to thrive.
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Summer Polo Shirts – Available to Purchase
from Orchard Clothing

We are pleased to let families know that our
new school polo shirts will be available 
to buy from Orchard Clothing during the Easter break.
These polo shirts are not part of the PE uniform. 
Instead, they may be worn by pupils 
during the summer term as an alternative
 to the traditional white shirt and tie.
Pupils who prefer can continue to wear 
their usual school shirt and tie. Please 
note that, unlike in previous hot spells, 
we will not be introducing “no tie” days 
this year.
Children who choose to wear the 
standard school shirt will still be expected
to wear their tie as normal.
The summer polo shirt simply 
provides an additional, more 
comfortable option for those warmer 
days, while ensuring pupils remain smart 
and ready to learn.

Key Information
Available from: The start of the Easter break
Supplier: Orchard Clothing
Price: £9.95 each or 3 for £25
When they can be worn: Throughout 

       the summer term only
Optional: Yes—completely optional

If you have any questions, please just let us know
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Birchensale
Safeguarding 
Team

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)

Mr Clifton

Designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL)
Mrs Pugh

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)

Miss Dawson

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)

Mrs James

Keeping Your Child Safe:
Key Safeguarding

Keeping chilldren safe is
everyone’s responsibility. If you

have any concerns about a child’s
safety or wellbeing, here are key

contacts that can help:

School - Your first point of contact.
Speak to the designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL), Mrs Pugh, if you have any

concerns.

 CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online
Protection) - For concerns about

online safety, grooming, or
exploitation. Report at

www.ceop.police.uk

 NSPCC - Provides confidential
support and advice on all

safeguarding issues. Call 0808 800
5000 or visit

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ 

Kooth - Free, anonymous online
mental health support for young

people. Visit www.kooth.com

 Police - If a child is in immediate
danger, call 999. For non-emergencies,

call 101.
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Dates for your diary
 

Wednesday 22  April -nd

Parents evening for years 5, 6 and 7 

Monday 4  May -th

School closed for May Day Bank Holiday

Friday 15  May -th

Year 6 Cinema Trip

 Wednesday 20  May -th

SEND coffee morning 9.30am to 10am

Friday 22  May -  nd

School closes for half term

Sunday 31  May -st

Wembley trip

Monday 25  May to Friday 29  May - th th

Half term 

Thursday 4  June -th

Year 8 trip to Stratford

Click on the images
below to find help
and information

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/best-start-worcestershire/whats-and-things-do/local-family-hubs/holly-trees-family-hub
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/best-start-worcestershire
https://home-startneworcestershire.org.uk/
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