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An excellent selection of WW2 History
Projects from 5REV

Miss Evans is extremely proud of her class. The standard of History
homework projects has been higher than ever this year. Well done to
Erin, Kaitlin, Alice, Sofia and Liliana for earning top marks.

Thank you parents/carers for your support and encouragement with
completing this homework, the children are so proud of their projects
and the best are on display for all to admire!




Butterfly

Update from
Year 5

The caterpillars have
transformed into
chrysalises and were
transported into the
butterfly home ready
for the last part of
their life cycle.

Our wonderful kitchen team supporting
Mental Health Awareness week
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q/ It has been a very busy Summer 1 half term in KSz:
here are some of the highlights!

o Year 5 & 6 Clubs ~ 'KS2 have enjoyed a wide range of lunchtime and after school clubs this
half term... one of the highlights is the ‘cheerleading’ club. Miss Uernon is so impressed with
their skills and tricks! '+ E}

Forest School ~ V6 have enjoyed making s'mores on the fire and the new hammock is
proving to be a big hit with everyone!
Y5 - Butterfly Carden ~ Y5s are using their obseruvation skills carefully, watching
caterpillars as part of their scicnce project on life cycles. They are beginning to turn into
chrysalises and the children can't wait for the butterflies to emerge! %

Year 6: Avisit from a Mental Health Practitioner allowed V6 to look at strategies for
managing stress and anxiety. - £3

KS2 Flag Football Festival - Some of our 'KS2 pupils have enjoyed taking part if the Flag
Football Festival. | &®

V5 Boys' Football Tournament ~ Congratulations to the Y5 boys! ¥ They finished 3™ in

their group! &

V5 Girls' Football Tournament ~ Congratulations to the V5 girls who finished 4™ overall. &)

KS2 District Swimming CGala ~ What an outcome! Owr 'KS2 team finished 1. ¥ We are the
District {,'.flwnlr,air:u_-.'!m

V5 and 6 ~ Happy Birthday Sir David ~ We all celebrated Sir David Attenborough’'s 100™
birthday with a live, online assembly. ® % %,
Year 6 SATs ~Well done to all our Y6 pupils and teachers. They have worked so very hard

and shown such resilience and determinations. We are more than proud of you all. =

Y6 Cinema Uisit ~ As a reward for their hard work and positivity during SATs week, V6
visited the cinema to see The Sheep Detectives'.. followed by a picnic. W&

There are more experiences and opportunities planned for next half term.
Thank you for vour continued support.

‘Have a good half term break!
Warmest wishes from the KS2 Team.

2.5
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KS3 Half-Term Highlights

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy half term in KS3. We are proud to share some of the fantastic
opportunities and achievements our pupils have been involved in:

Personal Development
KS3 pupils welcomed Kelly Tamplin from Inner Spark for an inspiring session focused on
confidence, communication, and self-leadership. Pupils engaged enthusiastically
= throughout, with many volunteering to take to the stage and confidently step outside of
their comfort zones.

% Sports Leaders

Our KS3 Sports Leaders have been out supporting local first schools - a fantastic
demonstration of leadership, responsibility, and teamwork. We are very proud of the
positive example they are setting within the community.

A Few Reminders for Qur Return

L -

= Uniform
The full uniform policy is available on our website. We appreciate your support in
m ensuring that all pupils follow the guidelines. Don’t forget pupils can now wear the school
. & summer polo shirt.

#' Essential Daily Equipment
Please ensure pupils bring the following items each day:

Handwriting pen
K Pencil
i Planner
Reading book

= i1} Key KS3 Dates for Your Diary

3rd-4th June - Year 7 Financial Education Workshops
4th-5th June - Year 8 Trip to Stratford-upon-Avon1
Oth-11th June — Year 7 Financial Education Workshops
12th June - Year 8 Trip to Drayton Manor

18th June - Year 7 Trip to Cadbury World

2nd July — Year 8 Leavers’ Party

8th-5th July - Transition Days

We look forward to welcoming all pupils back after the half-term break.
Best wishes,

The KS3 Team

- M




Year 7 Curriculum Newsletter

Summer 2

Dear Parents and Carers,

We're excited to share what your child will be learning this half-term. Here’s an overview of the Year 7

curriculums:

& Science

Acids and Alkalis & Cost of Electricity — Exploring chemical
reactions involving acids and alkalis, alongside understanding

energy use and electricity in everyday life

& English Writing

Macbeth — Developing analytical and creative writing through
Shakespeare’s play, focusing on themes, characterisation and

dramatic technigues.

Iy English Reading

Genre extracts — Reading across fiction, non-fiction and media

texts to develop inference, comprehension and analysis skills.

== [Mathematics

Fractions, Angles and Polygons — Adding/subtracting fractions

and understanding shapes.

'@ Geography

Africa’s Assets — Exploring resources, environments and

opportunities.

“ History

Power and Conflict — 17th Century — Key events shaping England
during the English Civil War.

 RE

What does it mean for Christians to believe in God? - explore
what Christians believe about God and how belief shapes moral

choices.

Y re

Tennis / Golf — Developing coordination and tactics.

ﬂ Music

African Singing — Rhythm, vocal and performance skills.

®oT

Product Design — Exploring materials, tools and design principles

through practical and creative projects.

€2 Art

Creating symbolic eye composition and developing drawing and

painting skills to express identity.

E5 Spanish

My School — Describing subjects, teachers, facilities and

opinions using key vocabulary and sentence structures.

! Computing

E-Safety and Spreadsheets — Online safety and data skills.

¢ PSHE & Citizenship

Relationships — Respect, communication and boundaries.

# Wider Experiences
Cadbury World

Financial Education Workshop

Thank you for your continued support
Warm regards,
Mrs A Evans

Associate Assistant Headteacher - KS3




Year 8 Curriculum Newsletter
Summer 2

Dear Parents and Carers,

We're excited to share what your child will be learning this half-term. Here's an overview of the Year 8

curriculum:

# Science

Light and Sound Waves — Exploring how waves transfer energy
and behave in different contexts.

é English Writing

The Tempest - Pupils study Shakespeare’s language, characters,
themes and dramatic technigues, using the play to inspire

analytical and creative writing.

I English Reading

Genre extracts — Reading across fiction, non-fiction and media

texts to develop inference, comprehension and analysis skills.

== Nathematics

Circles, graphs and sequences — Developing geometry and

algebra skills.

@ Geography

UK's Uneven Coast and UK Under lce — Exploring coastal and
glacial landscapes.

ﬂ History
Women's Suffrage - Exploring rights and societal change.

WWI — Exploring a soldier's experience

¥ RE

Spiritual Arts — Thinking about God.

¥ re

Tennis / Golf — 5kill, coordination and tactics.

ﬂ Music

Band Project — Performance and collaboration.

o OoT

CAD — Designing using digital tools.

3 Art

Creating a Steampunk-inspired 30 collaged bird,

influenced by artist Rowland Emmett.

E5 Spanish

Holidays — developing vocabulary and grammar relating to past

and future holiday activities.

! Computing

Emerging Technology — Exploring innovations.

O PSHE & Citizenship

Health and Wellbeing & Relationships — supporting emotional
literacy, healthy choices and respectful interactions.

“# Wider Experiences
Drayton Manor

Shakespeare trip to Stratford Upon Avon

Thank you for your continued support
Warm regards,
Mrs A Evans

Associate Assistant Headteacher - KS3




Earth Day Poster Winners

oln thevorld on zzfqml,wi,l Ea rh

e s Iﬂ"b“ “j,

®

Winners for the Earth Day poster
competition.

Tiana 5CLE (one with hands holding
planet)
Mia 5SJO (A3 poster)
Aaron 6LWO (one with animals on
earth)

Wild school holiday fun n) B

Don't get bored in the school holidays - try our fun nature activities instead! @\

Make a nectar bar '@ ‘ How to build a mini wildlife pond Qﬂﬂfﬂe

1 Yeus will nibed: L e = (31 Md s lagpr F rwvnl s sucl.

Lt bl it Ll st 61 i
No matter how big or small T T P —

your space, thera's a lot you € er inti e g_—-_; | v, Wy o 1 i i i)
can do to help our insects! Make a h“ ﬂ'" r‘“"t"ﬂ s —fl R et e p e ol
ol bk, e ok po.ten

1. You'll need a window box (or You will need water-based el pebblu # ool osd Lo AL e e et
two if you've got space) with paints, brushes, sugar paper, - ens] = i
drainage holes. marker pen and plenty of i

laety ok e At B3
2. Use peat free compost in nawspaper to cover your table. r. i %‘ gb‘-

your window box. 1. Fold a piece of sugar paper
3. Stock up on pollinator- in half (as if making a card) and
friendly plants that are open it back out.

suitable for window boxes. 2. Paint the shape of butterfly
Chose from lavender, thyme, wings on one half. Fold the paper
sage, agrimony and rosemary. over again and press down.

&, water regularly 3. Open out the paper and add
throughout the summerl maore colours to one side. Refold
-, and press.
. when the butterfly wings are
dry. add a body and antennae
with a marker pen.




Cheer News

Amazing effort and new
skills being hit!! Students
are showing a great sense
of resilience, and | cannot

wait to see what more
they can do € Please

come along and join on a

Monday after school.
Sign up on MCAS.




School Pyramid Concert

A selection of children from Birchensale got to join other local
schools to take part in retelling the story of Frozen. Woodfield
narrated the story and each school sang a song from the hit film.
The children all had a great time and sang brilliantly!

Wednesday was .
National Bee Day National

and to celebrate Bee Day
children got to

make bees out of
playdough and
natural materials.
6LWO made clay
bees.




lAutism Training & Support for Families

Important Information for Parents & Carers

Supporting Your Child with Autism

Access free and low-cost training, information and support to help families better understand and support
autistic children and young people.

Autism Central- Run by leading UK charities and commissioned by NHS England. Free individual and
group sessions available.

Autism West Midlands- Free webinars and training for parents, carers and autistic voung people.
Accessible on phones, tablets and laptops.

Teen Autism Confident (Ages 13-17)- Free 5-week online course for diagnosis or self-identifying
voung people, including group and 1:1 support.

National Autistic Society- Wide range of free and low-cost online training modules.

Curly Hair Project- Webinars and face-to-face sessions including local venues such as Dudley and
Eristol.

Other information

Teen Autism Confident courses begin this autumn.
What Parents Need to Do
Explore options, choose suitable sessions, and book early to secure a place.

Contact

herefandworcs@autismwestmidlands.orguk

Supporting families to understand and thrive

Ready, Set, Learn! &

Please remember to come into school with your planner,
reading book, refillable water bottle, and all your
equipment ready for the day

How you start your morning sets the tone for the whole
day—start strong!
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Music Lessons with
Severn Arts

Instrumental and Vocal tuition Seve 'N
in school - 2025-26 Arts

Severn Arts provides music tuition in your school. If your child would like to continue
learning an instrument® or is interested in starting, tuition should be booked directly
with Severn Arts. Invoices will be issued three weeks before the start of each term
and payment is due before lessons commence.

Tuition is available as 20-minute individual lessons (£14.54/lesson), 30-minute
individual lessons (£24.81/lesson) or small group tuition (£8.27/lesson, pays for the 10
min portion of 2 sharing a 20 min lesson or 3 sharing a 30 min lesson).

Severn Arts teachers are enhanced DBS checked and have undertaken formalized
safeguarding training.

To book lessons at your school, please follow this link, School Music Tuition or scan
the QR code below. Once you have ordered tuition, Severn Arts will confirm
availability and issue an invoice. Payment is not requested during the booking process
but is required before lessons commence. Severn Arts will agree lesson details with
your school.

Severn Arts also has a large stock of quality instruments available to hire (free for those
who meet specific criteria). Instrument hire can be ordered through our website or by
going to Instrument Hire. Please note, we do not hire guitars or keyboards, but we
may be able to help with these items where students qualify for free hire. In this case,
please enquire by emailing instruments@severnarts.org.uk.

Making music and learning a new skill can have a huge benefit to your wellbeing and
can be lots of fun!

For further information or any queries please
contact Severn Arts:
registration@severnarts.org.uk
www.severnarts.org.uk

*Instruments taught differ between schools




"‘s@ Term Dates 2026/2027 BIRCHENSALE

1,‘5 Autumn term

Thursday 3™ September 2026 - Friday 23™ October 2026

Tuesday 3™ Novermnber 2026 - Thursday 17 December 2026
Spring term
Tuesday 5 January 2027 - Friday 12" February 2027

Tuesday 23™ February 2027 - Wednesday 24" March 2027

Summer term
fMonday 12 April 2027 - Friday 28" May 2027
Monday 7" June 2027 - Wednesday 21* July 2027

(Pupils do not attend)

Tuesday 1" September 2026
Wednesday 2™ September 2026
Monday 2™ November 2026
Friday 18* December 2026
Monday 4" January 2027

Monday 22* February 2027 Attend Today
Thursday 25% March 2027
Y Achieve Tomorrow

(Pupils do not attend)

Monday 3™ May -

Lunch & Tuck Money

If your child buys tuck or lunch in school,
please ensure their account has sufficient
funds.

Keeping accounts topped up helps us avoid
having to contact parents during the day
and prevents accounts from going into a

negative balance.
Thank you for your support.
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Birchensale Middle School




&3 KS3 Clubs Summer Term 2 &)

Monday
Computing Club (Media Creation) — Lunchtime

Choir (B2) — Lunchtime
Cheerleading (Book on MCAS) - 3.15-4.30

Tuesday

Gardening / Eco Club — Lunchtime
Homework Club (Book on MCAS) — 3:15-4:15

Choir (B2) — Lunchtime

Wednesday
Gardening Club — Lunchtime

Mindful Creative (Science Lab) — Lunchtime

Thursday
Italian Club (B5) — Lunchtime

Art Club (Art Room) — Lunchtime
Forest School (Book on MCAS) — 3:15-4:30
Girl Band (Invite Only) — Lunchtime
Band — Lunchtime
Couch to 5K (Book on MCAS) — 3:15-4:15

Lion King Rehearsal (Invite Only, B2) — Lunchtime

Friday
Film Club (A4) — Lunchtime

Dance (Book on MCAS) — 3:15-4:30
Band — Lunchtime

Wicked/Six Rehearsal (Invite Only, B2) — Lunchtime




FREE STREET CRICKET
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FREE CRICKET - REDDITCH

COMMUNITY CRICKET SESSIONS PLAYED WITH A SOFTBALL
ALL EQUIPMENT PRQVIDED, NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

THURSDAYS WANT MORE INFORMATION?

5 - 6PM SCAN HERE
REDDITCH CRICKET CLUB

BROMSGROVE ROAD
B97 4SP

For more infoermation contact:
jamie.watsoneworcestershirecricketfoundation.co.uk
07376 534926




Summer Polo Shirts — Available to Purchase
from Orchard Clothing

We are pleased to let families know that our

new school polo shirts will be available

to buy from Orchard Clothing during the Easter break.
These polo shirts are not part of the PE uniform.
Instead, they may be worn by pupils
during the summer term as an alternative
to the traditional white shirt and tie.
Pupils who prefer can continue to wear
their usual school shirt and tie. Please
note that, unlike in previous hot spells,

we will not be introducing “no tie” days
this year.

Children who choose to wear the
standard school shirt will still be expected
to wear their tie as normal.

The summer polo shirt simply

provides an additional, more

comfortable option for those warmer
days, while ensuring pupils remain smart
and ready to learn.

Key Information
e Available from: The start of the Easter break
e Supplier: Orchard Clothing
* Price: £9.95 each or 3 for £25
e When they can be worn: Throughout
the summer term only
e Optional: Yes—completely optional

If you have any questions, please just let us know
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3 BMS Chatty e\'

Families

SUPPORTING PUPILS & PARENTS WITH
ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE

WHAT IS CHATTY FAMILIES?

BMS Chatty Families is a welcoming group for pupils and
parents at Birchensale whose first language is not English. Led
by Mrs Okonska, our EAL Lead, the club helps pupils build their
English language skills and supports parents in feeling more
confident using English at home and with school work.

JOIN US!

Come along for a cuppa, biscuit and friendly conversation.

Meet other families from around the world and enjoy sharing: «&us
Cultures Languages Experiences .
The journey of becoming part of life in the UK

OUR DIVERSE COMMUNITY

This year we are proud to have 20 families from 10 different
countries taking part! Represented countries include:

e Latvia J B Romania Pakistan [Jll] Albania pmm Poland

EVERYONE BELONGS HERE -

g
Come along, get involved and be part of our warm and & 3l
supportive community s /]

gl

If you would like attend Chatty Families then please email us
and someone will contact you with more information.
enquiries@birchensale.bmat.co.uk




Want to make a real difference at

‘ﬁi“ﬁ! Birchensale?

We are looking for parents to join our PTA and help us create
amazing experiences for our pupils!

From helping to run exciting events like our Christmas Fair to
fundraising and building strong links with the local community,
there are so many ways you can get involved.

We’re looking for enthusiastic parents who want to help Birchensale
become even better.

Why should you join?

. Meet parents from other year groups.

o Meet the teachers in a less formal setting.

. See the school from a different angle.

. Make new friends by working alongside members of the local
community.

. Learn new skills.

. The satisfaction of knowing you have made a contribution.

. The knowledge that you have helped make the school

you chose an even better place

If you would like to join or would like anymore information
please email us enquiries@birchensale.bmat.co.uk

Your ideas, energy, and support can make a big impact—
so come and join us today!

BIRCHENSALE

S

P A




Birchensale
Safeguarding.
Team

Designatd Seguarding
Lead (DSL)
Mrs Pugh

Deput Desgnated

Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)
Miss Dawson

|
Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)
Mrs James

a

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)
Mr Clifton

Keeping Your Child Safe:
Key Safeguarding

Keeping chilldren safe is
everyone’s responsibility. If you
have any concerns about a child’s
safety or wellbeing, here are key
contacts that can help:

School - Your first point of contact.
Speak to the designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL), Mrs Pugh, if you have any

concerns.

CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online
Protection) - For concerns about
online safety, grooming, or
exploitation. Report at
www.ceop.police.uk

NSPCC - Provides confidential
support and advice on all
safeguarding issues. Call 0808 800
5000 or visit
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/

Kooth - Free, anonymous online
mental health support for young
people. Visit www.kooth.com

Police - If a child is in immediate
danger, call 999. For non-emergencies,

call 101.
Uy

safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility




Dates for your diary

Friday 22" May -
School closes for half term

Sunday 31* May -
Wembley trip

Monday 25" May to Friday 29" May -
Half term

Thursday 4™ & Friday 5th June -
Year 8 trip to Stratford

Thursday 11" June -
Year 5 trip to Safari Park

Friday 12" June -
Year 8 trip to Drayton Manor

Thursday 18" June -
Year 7 trip to Cadbury World

Friday 19th June -
Family Quiz Night

Monday 29" June -
New Intake Evening

Thursday 2" July -
Year 8 Leavers Disco

Friday 3™ July -
Colour run

Click on the images

below to find help
and information

WORCESTERSHIRE
i

FAMILY HUBS

9 /e Information, Advice
V‘ and Support Service

m Herefordshire &
Worcestershire

BEST START

WORCESTERSHIRE

Don't let bugs
S8 play on your mind.

North East
Worcestershire



https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/best-start-worcestershire/whats-and-things-do/local-family-hubs/holly-trees-family-hub
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/best-start-worcestershire
https://home-startneworcestershire.org.uk/
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