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Parent Reminders

Parking

Thank you for your continued support with parking in the local
community during drop off and pick up times. A reminder that it is
very busy around the school entrance, so we ask that parents drive
with care and don't double park to pick up their child.

Smoking and Vaping

We kindly ask that adults collecting pupils do not smoke or vape near
the school gates. We send a clear message to our pupils on this and
the damage it can do and would appreciate your support with this.

Adult and Pupil Interactions

We have had a small number of issues with adults being verbally
abusive to each other and towards pupils. We ask that if there is an
issue with pupils from the school, you work with the school to
manage the issue and not directly address it yourself. If there is an
issue with another adult, or you are subject to abuse from another
adult, we recommend informing the police, so you are appropriately
supported. We are happy to listen if you wish to inform us but unless
an issue directly involves one of our pupils, we are not able to
manage any conflict between adults.

Communication with staff

We encourage good, productive communication with our staff team.
We expect our staff to be professional and listen when issues are
raised. We ask that if you are frustrated or unhappy, do not take this
out on any staff member through any form of communication. If
there is an issue, please raise this in calm manner and if it needs
escalating seek to speak to the next level of appropriate person.



Award Winning
Mrs Williams and Miss Taylor attended the Worcestershire Cricket Foundation
Cricket Collective Awards, where our school had been nominated for the
School of the Year award. We are delighted to announce that we were
successful and proudly received the award. Below is an excerpt from the
speech given about Birchensale during the presentation.

"Birchensale is a growing school and a proud Worcestershire School Partnership
member, serving a community where 37% of pupils are eligible for free school meals
and Redditch sits among the more deprived districts in England, with several
neighbourhoods among the most deprived tenth nationally. In the last year, cricket
has become something the whole school owns, regardless of what a family can
afford. Nearly 500 pupils played some form of cricket, with almost 100 in extra-
curricular clubs — boys and girls, in every year group, girls' cricket given equal
billing rather than being an afterthought. Three teams reached County Finals Day.
But the number that matters most might be this: when a host cricket club cancelled
use of their venue for a Year 5 Tournament at the last minute, Birchensale stepped
up and used their local connections to secure a ground at the eleventh hour, so
pupils across the whole district still got their cricket festival.

That instinct — to widen the circle rather than protect it — runs through everything
the school does. Seven of the nine pupils on the Redditch Street cricket programme
come from Birchensale alone. Older pupils don't just play; they lead — umpiring,
scoring, and running Key Stage 1 skills festivals and countdown competitions for
younger children right across the area. A sport that could have stayed inside
Birchensale's gates instead became a major reason behind the area's successful
summer of cricket.

The children feel it. Luke, Year 6, says his favourite part was "learning together as a
team" and making new friends. Nikola, Year 7, loved the batting so much he joined a
local cricket club to play even more. Two parents describe watching their sons'
confidence bloom — one through two years of lessons, clubs and tournaments;
another through lunchtime bowling practice that led to a county final on a
professional pitch, and an England autograph that left him "grinning from ear to ear
for days."



Picture News and Careers Education

As part of our Future Citizens Programme (Personal Development), pupils
engage weekly with the Picture News Story of the Week, exploring current
affairs from local, national and global contexts.

In KS3, each story is linked to a career focus, helping pupils connect their
learning to future pathways and develop their aspirations. Each week, the
school newsletter will include a Take Home activity, discussion questions
and a QR code to a career linked to the news story.
We encourage families to use these resources to start meaningful
conversations at home about current events and future opportunities.



KS2 Lunch time clubs



On Tuesday 6th October, we will be holding a special TTRS
(Times Tables Rock Stars) Day to celebrate and promote times
tables learning across the school. Children are invited to come
dressed as rock stars for the day as we take part in fun times
tables activities, challenges, and competitions. We hope this
exciting event will help children build confidence, improve
their multiplication facts, and enjoy practising their times
tables in a fun and memorable way.

Year 5 & 6 





Every yellow accessory helps to show support for mental health
awareness and reminds us that it's okay to talk about how we're feeling.

Please note that this is not a non-uniform day. Full school uniform must
still be worn, with only the addition of a yellow accessory

Mental Health Matters. Let's work together to:

Reduce stigma around mental health
Encourage kindness and understanding
Support one another within our school community
Promote positive wellbeing for everyone

Wear Something Yellow on 9th October! Small accessory, big message.

💛 Together We Can Make Mental Health Matter 💛

💛 WEAR YELLOW FOR WORLD
MENTAL HEALTH DAY 💛

Friday 9th October

Show Your Support. Start a
Conversation. Make a Difference.

Join us in raising awareness for World
Mental Health Day by wearing a yellow
accessory on Friday 9th October. This
could be:

💛 Yellow ribbon
💛 Yellow tie
💛 Yellow socks
💛 Yellow hair accessory
💛 Yellow badge or wristband



Year 7 have been using Bunsen Burners this week to gain their
health and safety license.

Paracetamol Consent and Medication in School

If you would like your child to receive paracetamol whilst at school for
pain relief, please ensure you provide either a bottle of Calpol or a packet
of paracetamol, clearly labelled with your child's name and date of birth.

We also ask that you log into MCAS and update your consent preferences
to allow school staff to administer pain relief without needing to contact
you first. Without this consent, we may need to telephone you before
providing medication, which can delay your child receiving the pain relief
they need.

Please note that the school only holds a very limited supply of pain relief
medication for emergency situations. Your support in providing your
child's medication and ensuring consent is up to date is greatly
appreciated. Thank you.



Forest School

If anyone is having a clear-out, we would be very grateful for any
donations for our Forest School mud kitchen.

We are looking for kitchen items such as wooden, metal or plastic
utensils (please no knives or other sharp objects), as well as old pans,
saucepans, pots, metal teapots, cups, and any other suitable
kitchenware.

Any contributions, big or small, would be greatly appreciated. 
Thank you for your support!













Support resources from our 
Safeguarding Team

For more information click on the icon and follow the link.

Qwell is Kooth’s adult service, offering professional support to local
populations aged 18 and over, working in tandem with Kooth to deliver

mental health support across whole populations. 

DAWN is a free, confidential, non-
judgemental support service for any
individual who lives in Wychavon,
Malvern Hills and Worcester City and
is experiencing, or has experienced,
domestic abuse. 

Male Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 014 9082 
Support for men | West Mercia Women's Aid 
Covering Worcestershire, Herefordshire and Shropshire. The
helpline deals with any queries from men who have experienced
or are experiencing domestic abuse. Also support for those who
may be worried about someone experiencing it. 

https://connect.kooth.com/
https://www.worcestercommunitytrust.org.uk/dawn/


                                  



Music Lessons with
Severn Arts
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Birchensale
Safeguarding 
Team

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)

Mr Clifton

Designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL)
Mrs Pugh

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)

Miss Dawson

Keeping Your Child Safe:
Key Safeguarding

Keeping chilldren safe is
everyone’s responsibility. If you

have any concerns about a child’s
safety or wellbeing, here are key

contacts that can help:

School - Your first point of contact.
Speak to the designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL), Mrs Pugh, if you have any

concerns.

 CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online
Protection) - For concerns about

online safety, grooming, or
exploitation. Report at

www.ceop.police.uk

 NSPCC - Provides confidential
support and advice on all

safeguarding issues. Call 0808 800
5000 or visit

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ 

Kooth - Free, anonymous online
mental health support for young

people. Visit www.kooth.com

 Police - If a child is in immediate
danger, call 999. For non-emergencies,

call 101.



Borcelle

                                  

Dates for your diary Click on the images
below to find help
and information

Follow us on social media. 
We are active on Facebook, Instagram,

Threads and Linkedin.Click on the logo and
follow the link!

Tuesday 6  Octoberth

KS2 TTRS Rock Star Day

Wednesday 7  Octoberth

Interhouse Cross Country

Thursday 8  October th

Year 8 Careers event at 6 Ways

Friday 9  October th

Wear Yellow for World Mental Health Day

Tuesday 13  October th

Open morning 9.15-10am

Thursday 15  October th

School Photographs

Monday 19  - Wednesday 21  Octoberth st

Bell Heath group 1

Tuesday 20  Octoberth

Flu vaccinations all children
Open morning 9.15-10am

Wednesday 21  - Friday 23  Octoberst rd

Bell Heath group 2

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/best-start-worcestershire/whats-and-things-do/local-family-hubs/holly-trees-family-hub
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/best-start-worcestershire
https://home-startneworcestershire.org.uk/
https://www.threads.com/@bms_redditch?igshid=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==
http://facebook.com/share/1E7cu8mJuh/?mibextid=wwXIf
https://www.instagram.com/bms_redditch?igsh=eXFxeHZzaXVtYmZ3&utm_source=qr
http://linkedin.com/company/birchensalemiddleschool
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