
B
‌i‌r

‌c‌h‌e‌n‌s‌a‌l‌e‌ ‌M‌i‌d‌d‌l‌e‌ ‌S‌c‌h‌o‌o
‌l 

Newsletter

9th October 2026



Dear Parents and Carers,

I am pleased to update you on life at Birchensale over the last two weeks. The school is
flourishing and our new Year 5 pupils are beginning to find their rhythm with their new
school.

We had a very successful Open Evening last week and I would like to personally thank
the following:

Our Dancer’s for their wonderful performances. 
Our Lead Year 8 Ambassadors, Isis and Stanley, did the school proud by speaking at
the end of my Headteachers presentation, we were all very proud!
All the pupils that helped out throughout the evening.
Every staff member that put in the time and effort on both the run up and the
evening itself, it was a long day but worth it!

We also had our first whole school, house event with all pupils taking part in our House
Cross Country Competition on Wednesday. It was a joy to see the competitive side of
our pupils and they took it in their stride, even with some wet weather adding to the
fun!

As we settle into this term I want to provide you with a clear communication guide for
anything you may want to know about, especially if it is needed in a timely manner. The
table below outlines this for you:

You may notice that I am not recommending coming to the office in person. We do
welcome visits and will always offer support to any visit in this way, but it is often the
case that the person you need to see may not be available at that time. If you get in
touch by email or phone, we will then be able to arrange the right person for you and
invite you in if an in-person meeting is needed.



Finally, I want to encourage the best relationships between our staff and parents and
between sets of parents too. Please be considerate of the way you communicate,
particularly during times when emotions are running high.

Thank you to you all for all your ongoing support.

Kind regards,

Mr P Clifton
Headteacher



Picture News and Careers Education

As part of our Future Citizens Programme (Personal Development), pupils
engage weekly with the Picture News Story of the Week, exploring current
affairs from local, national and global contexts.

In KS3, each story is linked to a career focus, helping pupils connect their
learning to future pathways and develop their aspirations. Each week, the
school newsletter will include a Take Home activity, discussion questions
and a QR code to a career linked to the news story.
We encourage families to use these resources to start meaningful
conversations at home about current events and future opportunities.



This week, Year 7 pupils completed the Future Skills Questionnaire, a
valuable tool that helps us gain a better understanding of their
strengths, interests, aspirations and personal skills. 
The questionnaire encourages pupils to reflect on areas such as
teamwork, communication, resilience and problem-solving, helping
them to recognise the skills they already have and those they can
continue to develop.

The information gathered allows us to tailor our careers education,
personal development programme and enrichment opportunities to
best meet the needs of our students.

Parents and carers should also look out for the Your Child's Future
Questionnaire, which will be shared shortly. Your feedback provides an
important insight into your child's strengths and interests, helping us
build a fuller picture and ensuring we can provide the most effective
support and opportunities for their future success.

Year 7 Future Skills Questionnaire



Best Dressed Winners
Most amount of coins
collected on TTRS today

5AGA Jax M Jacob C

5CAM Logan M Abulrazaq O

5KAU Ozzie L Caeson W

5CLE Rico T Marwan A

5SJO Mia O Hannah S

6VED Jasmine B Charlie W

6JPE Elsie H Kayla G

6VBA Mia O Muhammad H

6REV Brooke D Callen R

6HPO Jazmine H Charlie M

TTRS Day

What a fantastic Times Table Rock Stars Day!
KS2 pupils truly rocked their learning during our TTRS Day, with some
fantastic costumes and a whole host of activities designed to make
times table practice fun! Pupils learnt new methods, took part in
scavenger hunts, played games with their peers and challenged
themselves to improve their times table knowledge. We use Times
Table Rock Stars regularly for homework, giving pupils the opportunity
to keep practising at home and develop the quick recall and
confidence that supports so many areas of maths.





FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER

Halloween Lunch Special

Creepy cheese pizza
Mummy veggie sausage

Served with: -
Witches’ wedges

And
Spooky sweetcorn

Jumping jackets with various fillings

Creepy chocolate cake
Jelly bug cups



Forest School

If anyone is having a clear-out, we would be very grateful for any
donations for our Forest School mud kitchen.

We are looking for kitchen items such as wooden, metal or plastic
utensils (please no knives or other sharp objects), as well as old pans,
saucepans, pots, metal teapots, cups, and any other suitable
kitchenware.

Any contributions, big or small, would be greatly appreciated. 
Thank you for your support!

KS2 Lunch time clubs















Support resources from our 
Safeguarding Team

For more information click on the icon and follow the link.

Male Domestic Abuse network 

Aimed at domestic abuse professionals who require access to
information about support services for male victims of domestic
abuse. See: 

LGBT Foundation

Offers support to individuals who are currently at risk of or who have
previously experienced domestic abuse whether this is from a partner(s),
ex-partner(s), or family member(s). This service provides practical help
and advice, and emotional support for those who have been, or currently
are experiencing domestic abuse, see: 

https://mdan.org.uk/
https://lgbt.foundation/help/domestic-abuse/


                                  



Music Lessons with
Severn Arts
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Birchensale
Safeguarding 
Team

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)

Mr Clifton

Designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL)
Mrs Pugh

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (DDSL)

Miss Dawson

Keeping Your Child Safe:
Key Safeguarding

Keeping chilldren safe is
everyone’s responsibility. If you

have any concerns about a child’s
safety or wellbeing, here are key

contacts that can help:

School - Your first point of contact.
Speak to the designated Safeguarding
Lead (DSL), Mrs Pugh, if you have any

concerns.

 CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online
Protection) - For concerns about

online safety, grooming, or
exploitation. Report at

www.ceop.police.uk

 NSPCC - Provides confidential
support and advice on all

safeguarding issues. Call 0808 800
5000 or visit

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ 

Kooth - Free, anonymous online
mental health support for young

people. Visit www.kooth.com

 Police - If a child is in immediate
danger, call 999. For non-emergencies,

call 101.



Borcelle

                                  

Dates for your diary Click on the images
below to find help
and information

Follow us on social media. 
We are active on Facebook, Instagram,

Threads and Linkedin.Click on the logo and
follow the link!

Tuesday 13  October th

Open morning 9.15-10am

Thursday 15  October th

School Photographs

Monday 19  - Wednesday 21  Octoberth st

Bell Heath group 1

Tuesday 20  Octoberth

Flu vaccinations all children
Open morning 9.15-10am

Wednesday 21  - Friday 23  Octoberst rd

Bell Heath group 2

Monday 26  - Friday 30  Octoberth th

Half Term

Monday 2  November nd

School Closed - TED 

Tuesday 3  November rd

School Open

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/best-start-worcestershire/whats-and-things-do/local-family-hubs/holly-trees-family-hub
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/sendiass
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub/best-start-worcestershire
https://home-startneworcestershire.org.uk/
https://www.threads.com/@bms_redditch?igshid=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==
http://facebook.com/share/1E7cu8mJuh/?mibextid=wwXIf
https://www.instagram.com/bms_redditch?igsh=eXFxeHZzaXVtYmZ3&utm_source=qr
http://linkedin.com/company/birchensalemiddleschool
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